Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



JESUS— SAVIOUR 



JESUS— SAVIOUR 



Sniform fcili^ "l^stis-Sabbttr." 



ABLE TO SAVE 
By the Author of "The Pathway of Promise " 
. Neat cloth, antique, 2^. td. 



THE THRONE OF GRACE 

By the Author of "Able to Save '* 
Neat cloth, antique, 2f. td. 



LIGHT FROM BEYOND 
. By Cunningham Geikie, D.D. 
" Neat cloth, antique, zs, 6d. • 



STKAHAN & CO., LONDON 



JESUS-SAVIOUR 



<^cbitixtimt« f0r dm^ttan (Homfoti 



"Come, oh come, this day and try it 1 
Jesus' words are proved and true ; 
Take His gift, you cannot buy it- 
He hath waited long for you." 




STRAHAN & CO. 

56 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON 

1872 



{All rtghis feserved?i 



/ss . 



/£>]• 



LONDON : 

PRINTED BY VIRTUE AND CO., 

CITY ROAD. 



Lo! from the eastern hills the Lord 

Descends in lowly state ; 
Let US go oat with one accord. 

And where He passes, wait. 

Prepare, with willing hearts and tme, 
Glad hvmn and ffanand gay : 

joy ! if He shomd look on yoo, 
And with His kind yoice say,— 

"I hear thee, and it is My will, 
By thee to perfect praise ; 

1 have a place for thee to fOl, 
Haye marked thy times axid ways ; 

" L in the mnsio of the blest. 

To thee a i>art assign, 
Only do thoa sing oat thy best, — 

I call thee, be tnoa mine ! " 

Thine heart woald beat full high, I know. 

If Jesos on his way, 
Had tamed aside to neet thee so. 

Thy very soul woald pray. 

Bat mark Him well one moment more. 

Behold the Savioor weeps ; 
He weeps, while heayen and earth adore 

Throag>h all eternal deeps. 

Why weeps He T fbr His people's sin. 

And for thy follies all ^ 
for each bad dream their hearts within. 

These tears the bitterer &U. 
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Jesus ! Name of priceless worth, 
To the fallen sons of earth, 
For the promise that it gave, 
"Jesus shall His people save ! " 

Jesus ! Kame of mercy mild, 
Given to the Holy Child, 
When the cup of human woe 
First He tasted here below. 

Jesus ! Only name that's given 
Under all the mighty heaven, 
"Whereby man, to sin enslaved, 
Bursts his fetters, and is saved ! 

Jesus ! Name of wondrous love ! 
Human name of Him above ; 
Pleading only this we flee, 
Helpless, our God, to Thee. 

W.W. H. 



ISA. XXV. 9. 

" We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." 

TTOW full of loving-kindness is our God. 
He is pre-eminently a God of salvation. 
To save, to rescue, and sanctify human souls 
is His delight. He would rather plunge him- 
self into the deepest abyss of pain and 
suffering than leave unsaved whom He can 
save. " As I live,'* He saith, with an oath, 
" I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live."f And how faithful was this oath Beth- 
lehem has shown — and Gethsemane — and 
Calvary ! 

If every creature on earth understood and 
believed this glorious truth, the whole world 
would be transformed into a concert-room, 
from which would be sent forth one grand 

* Psalm Ixviii. 20. t Ezek.*xxxiii. 11. 
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sympliony of praise and adoration. To no 
other purpose is it that the Holy Spirit calls 
up the inhabitants of this globe. " Make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth," He 
crieth. "Let the sea roar, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. Let the floods clap their hands : 
let the hills be joyful together."* 

Why? 

" Because," He says, " the Lord hath made 
known His salvationf ; all the ends of the 
earth have seen the salvation of our God."+ 

It must be a joyful thing, which is worthy 
of being thus celebrated by the whole creation. 
It must be a source of infinite and unparalleled 
pleasure, which causes a whole earth thus to 
thrill with delight, and to burst into strains 
of exultation. 

Well, so it is ; God be praised that, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, there %8 such a thing 
for this world of ours as a salvation! And 
again I say, God be praised that this sal- 
vation comes from Him, and not from man. 

* Psalm xcviii. 4—8. f Ver. 2. % Ver. 3. 
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Were it not for this great and glorious truth, 
no creature here below would have one truly 
joyful moment, nor would one truly joyful 
sound ever be heard from the lips of any 
human being. What the light of the sun 
is to the visible creation, what the atmo- 
sphere is to natural life, what a refreshing 
draft is to the thirsty, and bread is to the 
starving, that God's salvation is to the soid 
of every child of man ! Without Christ, all 
life would end in death, every song turn into 
a dirge, every paradise wither into a wilder- 
ness ; but with Him, through Him, and in Him, 
the grave itself becomes a fountain of light 
and glory, the desert blossoms as the rose, the 
thorn makes room for the fir-tree, and the 
brier for the myrtle-tree.* 

Now, if there is a soul in distress — any one 
sighing under the weight of a heavy cross, a 
sufierer tormented by the pains of an accusing 
conscience, or of a sick body ; if there are 
loving ones mourning by the grave of their 
life's treasure, or a stricken one sitting down 

* Isa. Iv. 13. 
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in despondency by the ruins of his fortune ; 
let all such come and listen. There still re- 
mains a fountain of joy for every one of you, 
if you will but believe it, and go and draw 
refreshment out of its wells. What you need 
is salvation, deliverance from your misery, 
redemption from your pains and troubles, from 
the pangs of conscience and the fear of death. 
Well, what you want can be obtained. There 
u such a salvation. One has been sent by 
God, whoso special office it is to save, whose 
delight it is to save ; and to save just such 
helpless, hopeless, comfortless ones as you. 
Jesus is His name, and His voice from heaven 
whispers down to you : " thou afflicted, 
tossed with tempest, and not comforted, be- 
hold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and 
lay thy foundations with sapphires." * " With 
joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of 
salvation." t 

There is not one amongst us who does not 
stand in need of that great unspeakable gift. 
We are all, by one means or other, seeking 

♦ Isa. liv. 11. t Isa. xii. 3. 
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joy, having none of our own. Alas! there 
is nothing with which we children of men are 
more familiar thau with grief and suflFering. 
We come into the world with pain ; we walk 
through it amid trial; and we leave it in agony. 
A wise man, who had experience of more than 
a hundred years, once said that this life's 
"strength is labour and sorrow."* And 
another wise man, who occupied the most 
glorious throne an earthly king ever sat on, 
and had made trial of this life's strength in 
all its fulness, declared that " The day of 
death was better than the day of one's birth. "t 
To young persons, buoyant with health and 
vigour, these expressions sound somewhat ex- 
treme ; but these young ones have had no expe- 
rience of life. Persons, again, who are basking 
in the sunshine of prosperity, would, perhaps, 
condemn those expressions as the utterances of 
a morose and discontented temper. But wherft 
the sun of prosperity dazzles the eyes, it is 
difficult to see this life in its true aspect. This 
world is like a vast cemetery, where the living 

♦ Psalm xc. 10. t Eccles. vii. 1. 
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read their own story on the tombstones of the 
dead. That story is simply this : — " He had 
times of prosperity, and he had times of adver- 
sity ; but the end of it all was — the grave/' 
And between the cradle and the tomb there 
lies a road planted with flowers and thorns ; 
but the flowers are withered, and the thorns are 
left, having been moistened with tears, and 
too often even with blood ; and we, all of us, 
know this right well. There never was a 
preacher in this world who was not contradicted, 
save one, and that one is Death. In his philo- 
sophy all men agree. We . may try to ignore 
it or to forget it, but we are wiser, after all, 
than to attempt to deny it. Whether we die 
to live may be doubted by many ; but that we 
live to die, the most sceptical of men will readily 
admit. 

No wonder, then, that we all long and look 
out for joy. We feel that we were created for 
joy; and we might wonder why there is so 
little of it here below. Our instincts tell us 
that grief, pain, suffering, and death, are things 
which originally did not belong to our nature. 
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We hate them, and jstrain every nerve to escape 
from them. We feel that happiness is our true 
life, and joy our noimal element. We cannot 
help believing that joy is to be found some- 
where here below, though we do not know 
exactly where. We set out in search of it, 
each one in his own way : this is the cause of 
all the strife and bustle in the world — of the 
buzz, the din, and the whirl — all this is caused 
by the pursuit of that one object — joy. The 
larger number fancy that it is buried in the 
ground, among precious stones and metals; 
others seek it in the region of science and 
philosophy ; not a few plunge into the stream 
of worldly amusements, hoping to bring up the 
costly pearl from the bottom of those enchanting 
waters. Some, again, retire into solitary places, 
expecting to discover it like a hidden flower, 
growing unseen of men, in the depths of the 
desert. Thus the universe has been explored 
in all directions. Mankind has, from the be- 
ginning of the world, been engaged in an 
expedition in search of happiness. We desire 
to live, not to die ; to rejoice, not to mourn. 
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There is no human being who forms an excep- 
tion to this rule. 

Why, it is exactly in this that God agrees 
with us. He is not a God of death and pain, but 
of life and joy. " I am the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob," He says ; " I am not 
a God of the dead, but of the living."* He is 
the companion of the happy ones, as it ia 
written, " Thou meetest him that rejoiceth."t 
He never came down to bring misery to us. 
Alas ! we know only too well how to make 
misery of our own. But at the moment He 
first appeared amongst us, the angels made this 
earth resoimd with their songs, and heaven 
was moved with delight. Poor shepherds, who 
probably had not seen much joy in their life, 
glorified and praised God. A venerable grey- 
headed patriarch, standing, as it were, on the 
brink of the grave, took the wonderful Babe in 
his arms, and blessed God, and said, " Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salva- 
tion ! " The first word that came from His 

* Matt. xzii. 32 f Isa. Ixiv. 5. 
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lips when He appeared as a teaclier amongst us 
was a benediction. Blessed are the poor — 
blessed are they that mourn — ^blessed are the 
meek ! They shall be made rich ! they shall 
be comforted! they shall be made to rejoice, 
and to be exceeding glad !* He came not to 
curse, but to bless ; He found many miserable 
amongst us, but He never made any one mise- 
rable. Wherever He appeared, pain and grief, 
sickness and death, fled away, as the shadows 
of night flee before the approach of the rising 
sun. Some wicked enemy might have found 
pleasure in making people blind, or dumb, or 
deaf, or cripple: where Jesus saw that evil 
work, it was stopped at once. It pained Him 
to see a man having eyes, and yet unable to 
see the beauties of creation ; having a tongue, 
and yet unable to praise his Creator ; or having 
feet, and yet unable to leap for joy in the God 
of his salvation. Others have found pleasure 
in killing. He delighted to make the dead 
alive again. A sacred poet of old had com- 
pared the sun to " A bridegroom coming out 

♦ Matt. V. 3—12 
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of his chamber, and rejoicing as a strong man 
to run a race."* Such a bridegroom was He, 
the Sun of Righteousness. *'Why do Thy 
disciples not fast?" some asked Him. "Can 
the children of the bridechamber mourn, as 
long as the bridegroom is with them?" was 
the answer. t Everybody who was afflicted, 
helpless, or hopeless, came to Him, and they 
all returned rejoicing, being saved and cured. 
Others might rebuke tender-hearted mothers 
who brought their little children to Him, but 
He took the little ones in His arms and blessed 
them. Others might upbraid the multitude who 
went " rejoicing and praising God, and crying 
Hosannah ! " But He answered : " I tell you 
that if these should hold their peace, the 
stones would immediately cry out." Such was 
His character when He walked amongst men, 
and such is His character even now. Peace, 
happiness, joy — these are the things in 
which He delights. "Glad Tidings" is the 
name of the message He came to bring us ; 
and his own name is Prince of Peace — 

* Psalm xix. 5. t Matt. ix. 15. 
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Prince of Life — Lord of Glory — Jesus — 
Saviour ! 

So, if there is any being in the universe 
who desires that we should be happy and 
rejoice, that Being is God. What an un- 
speakable blessing is this ! What would be- 
come of us if the contrary were the case? if 
His name were not Jesus, Saviour, but Ap- 
polyon. Destroyer? There are nations who 
believe that among their gods there are some 
whose delight it is to destroy. No wonder that 
their priests " cut themselves with knives and 
lancets, till the blood gushes out upon the 
ground.'' No wonder that they throw them- 
selves under the wheels of the car which carries 
their gods, and maim, and mangle, and cripple 
themselves ; or that they slay their own chil- 
dren, hoping thus to propitiate the terrible 
Destroyer by destroying themselves in antici- 
pation. We shudder at the mere thought of 
such things ; yet we do not marvel at them ; 
for we perceive that nothing but suffering and 
misery can be the lot of people whose deities 
are gods of destruction. But what may well 
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excite our astonishmeiit Is, that mucli of that 
spirit which is so hostile to all joy and happi- 
ness may be found among people who bear the 
name of Jesus. How many have there been, 
in all ages in Christendom, and how many are 
there even now, who believe that they please 
and glorify Jesus by scourging and wounding 
themselves, by putting from them all those 
comforts which God has so mercifully granted 
to man in this life? How many, even with 
the Book of the Glad Tidings of Jesus in their 
hands, seem to suppose that they can in no 
better way reflect his image than by becoming 
stern and austere, deeming it almost sinful to 
smile, and scarcely admitting of any recrea- 
tion? They strip life of all its beauties and 
ornaments, and reduce religion to a system 
of abstract notions and formulas. Though 
they bear the name of Jesus, they can never 
have fully realised the meaning of that name, 
and must have confounded it with that of 
Moses, "by whom the Law was given;"* or 
with that of Jonah, who was "displeased and 

* John i. 17. 
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very angry," because Nmeveli was not de- 
stroyed;* or with that of John the Baptist, 
who " came, neither eating bread nor drinking 

wine."t 

No, indeed ; our God and Saviour is not like 
that. If you desire to be happy, and to rejoice, 
Se will not prove your antagonist. Nay, to 
make such a thing as true happiness possible 
for you. He left His heavenly throne, and, 
at the cost of His own blood, removed the 
barriers that closed the road towards the land 
of everlasting joy. If He himself counted 
joy such a very desirable thing, that, to obtain 
it. He even endured the cross and despised the 
shame, + surely He will not find fault with you 
for straining every nerve to get possession of 
the same treasure. He encourages you to run 
after it with all your might. He impels and 
encourages you to try to get rid of everything 
that pains and vexes you, everything that de- 
presses your spirit and paralyzes your energy, 
that banishes music from your lips and plea- 
sure from your heart. He points you to the 

* Jonah iv. 1. t Luke vii. 33. { Heb. xii. 2. 
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exceedingly charming and glorious prospect 
which is in store for you, if you only follow 
His counsels. He exhausts all the riches of 
language to depict that land of everlasting joy 
and happiness, with the glory of which the 
sufferings of the present time are not worthy 
to be compared. He bids you constantly to look 
at it. He entreats you to rejoice at it even 
now?, so that by the elasticity of your rejoicing 
spirit, you may bear your present trials and 
tribulations as being but "a light affliction, 
which is but for a moment." His people can 
even sing hymns in the " inner prison," and a 
doxology in the sight of the " king of terror." 
But agreeing, as He does, with all of us in 
our aversion to misery and our yearning for 
happiness, there is yet one point in which, 
alas ! most of us directly differ from Him. It 
relates to the way by which we may escape 
misery, and arrive at that true happiness. Most 
men try to accomplish this through their own 
power and ability, whereas Jesus says that it 
can only be attained through Him. This sad 
controversy, wh'ch, unless his opponents turn 
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in time, must necessarily end in their utter 
and everlasting ruin, touches the great question, 
whether Jesus is or is not a Saviour, in the 
true sense of that word. We, in our igno- 
rance, in our pride and wickedness, contend 
that no such thing as salvation is required, 
because we are in no danger. We admit that 
we have our defects, and are often in error, 
and that, consequently, we are in need of 
education and instruction. We are willing 
to agree that among the many teachers who 
have sprung up amongst us, Jesus has occupied 
a prominent — nay, the very first place. But 
that we should be in such a hopeless condition as 
to require a Saviour to rescue us from utter perdi- 
tion, we are loth to allow. This, however, is the 
very point Jesus firmly maintains against us. 
He declares that without Him we are for ever 
hopelessly lost. He maintains that He did not 
come down to us merely to train and instruct 
us, but to shed His blood, and thus, at the price 
of His own life, to rescue us from eternal destruc- 
tion. It is quite true that He came to train and 
to instruct us also; and when was training 

c 



1 8 INTRODUCTORY. 

or inBtmction ever given equal to his ? But 
He did not take his name from either of the%e 
capacities. Jesus, which is the Greek form of 
the Hebrew Joshua, does not mean trainer or 
teacher^ but Saviour, Redeemer. To train or 
teach a man is one thing ; but to die for man 
is another. 

But there have at all times been some — and 
the writer is one of them — who have acknow- 
ledged that men were wrong, and that Jesus 
was right. We know and feel that our condi- 
tion is such, that a man who is merely a teacher 
cannot avail us. What we need is a Saviour. 
Training and instruction are excellent things 
if carried on in the right spirit ; but they are 
of little use to a culprit who is doomed to be 
executed next day, or to a bankrupt who is 
about to be imprisoned for debt. A voice 
within us cries that one day we shall have to 
appear at the tribunal of an almighty Judge 
and King, whose holy and eternal laws we 
have recklessly trampled under foot. Expe- 
rience tells us that, by our own guilt, we have 
brought upon ourselves the evils which every 



lA. 
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day destroy God's works within and around us, 
and that we shall be held responsible for all the 
consequences ! 

How shall we escape ? 

There is but one answer to this question: 
Jesus — Saviour ! 



Glory of Thy Father's face, 
Fountain deep of love and grace, 
Who, Lord, can repay Thee thus 
As Thou gav'st thyself for us ? 

What to Thee shall we reply. 
Who for us didst bleed and die, 
When Thou shalt the question make, 
" What have ye done for My sake ? " 

Hard in heart, in action weak, 
Lord, Thy grace divine we seek : 
Set us from our bondage free ; 
Draw us, and we follow Thee. 

H. A. 



II. 
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My Friend is traest tenderness, 
My Friend me in my grief doth bless : 
Earth, sky can nought so sweet unroll 
As TTia dear image in my soul. 

like to a star His Toice me guides, 
While round me darkness deep abides ; 
I hide glad in His loving breast, 
And tempests trouble not my rest. 

A high and holy peace is mine, 
When other hearts in ang^uish pine ; 
And, should all earthly succour fieul. 
My Friend's right arm can me avail. 

My Friend divine and I are one, 
Our bond can never be undone : 
Though gorgeous sun and starry sky 
Should sink in space, grow dim, and die. 

Patient I march to heaven's gate. 
For there my Friend doth watch and wait : 
My cross shall change like His, and wave, 
Triumph's bright banner, o'er the grave. 

And though in death too weak to praise 
In words His wise and wondrous ways, 
I shall Him feel, in that grim strife, 
The Eesurrection and the Life ! 

G. T. 



John viii. 40. 
" A man that hath told yoa the truth.** 

niHERE can be no doubt that we are the 
-^ dupes of a sad self-deception. This is the 
cause of our fatal quarrel with God. We deny 
the truth, because it testifies against us. It is 
true, that in our controversy with God we 
apparently admit a great deal ; but we refuse 
to draw from the facts that we admit such infer- 
ences as honesty demands. We refuse to admit 
all the truth as it is seen before God^ and 
would be seen by His angels or any impartial 
witness. We rely upon our own wisdom, be- 
cause we think it is based on good grounds.. 

In this we deceive ourselves. The grounds 
upon which we build our wisdom are flesh 
and blood. We think that things are, in 
reality, such as we conceive them by our 
understanding, or as we apprehend them by 
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our feelings. But we overlook the truth that 
our understanding is darkened,* and that our 
feelings are liable to deception. t We forget 
that we are prone to " measure ourselves by 
ourselves, and to compare ourselves among our- 
selves,''t not bearing in mind that there is an 
infallible standard without ourselves by which 
we must be tested. Even with regard to 
disputes between nian and man, it has been 
well observed by a wise judge and king, that 
'' he that is first in his own cause seemeth just ; 
but that his neighbour cometh and searcheth 
him/'§ What then is to be expected when 
Qod cometh and searcheth us ? We may think 
a great deal of our understanding, but there is 
One of whom it is said : " His understanding is 
infinite ; there is no searching of it." We may 
deem oui: knowledge very extensive, but there 
is One whose " eyes are in every place, behold- 
ing the evil and the good." Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest in His sight ; 
but all things are naked and opened unto the 

♦ Eph. iv. 18. t Gal. vi. 3. {2 Cor. x. 12. 

§ Prov. xviii. 17. 
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eyes of Him with whom we have to do.* Of a 
truth, things are not as we see them, but as He 
sees them. We may easily be led to cry out : 
" Peace, peace ! " But if He says there is 
danger, it behoves us to stop and consider. 

It was most merciful in God to send His Son 
to us, to tell us how He sees things, and thus 
to undeceive and enlighten us. And, truly, 
when a Saviour comes to the rescue of such as 
through ignorance and foolishness are walking 
in a way of destruction, the first thing He has 
to do is to acquaint them with the awM peril 
of their condition. He could not be a true 
Saviour if He failed to do that. Can a man be 
brought to turn back unless he be told that he 
is in the wrong way P And can a man believe 
that he is in the wrong way, unless he be con- 
vinced that it ends in awful disappointment 
and ruin P 

A certain nobleman was one day sitting in 
his garden on the top of a hill, from which he 
could survey a large sweep of landscape. Sud- 
denly he noticed a knot of persons walking 

♦ Prov. XV. 3 ; Heb. iv. 13. 
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up a beautiful road, whicli he, from his elevated 
position, saw would only lead them into a desert 
place where, in the darkness, they would cer- 
tainly be exposed to great danger. He at once 
dispatched his servant on horseback to acquaint 
them with the fact, and to lead them back into 
the right way, which they had lost through 
ignorance and neglect of their guides. But, 
instead of thanking the servant for his trouble 
and the master for the kindness, they quarrelled 
with him because they saw no danger. The 
road was beautiful, and the guides insulted the 
servant, because they were too conceited to 
acknowledge their error. On the following 
day it was discovered that the whole of them 
had perished that night in a bottomless abyss. 
And what was the cause of their death P 
Their foolishness and pride. They relied 
wholly on what they saw. They did not 
believe that the man who sat in the high place 
could see their road better than they them- 
selves who were walking below. 

We all like sheep had gone astray, we had 
turned every one to his own way. But He 
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'< that sitteth in the heavens '' saw our course 
and what it must have led us to ; and He sent 
His Son to us to warn us^ and lead us back to 
life. Jesus came amongst us ^'a man that 
told us the truth." He did not judge after the 
sight of his (human) ejes. He told us what Qod 
saw. He reproved us not after the hearing of 
his ears, but according to what his Father had 
given Him to say. " If I do not the works of 
my Father/' He said, " believe me not ; but if 
I do, though ye believe not me^ believe the 
works."* But we quarrelled with Him, and 
our guides — ^the Priests, the Pharisees, and 
Scribes — ^insulted and reviled Him, and at 
length even killed Him. We refused to believe 
his words. He did not know the way; we 
knew it better. He had a devil and was mad, 
but we were good people and held wisdom itself 
in trust. 

Why did we not believe on Him ? 

He answers this question himself: "Because 
I tell you the truth, ye believe me not."t 

If He had told us falsehood we should have 

• Johnx. 37, 38.- f John viii. 46. 
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believed Him, for falsehood was what we de- 
lighted in. We wanted to be deceived into 
beUeving that we were on the right way ; that 
we might go on as we had done from the 
beginning; that there was no necessity for 
turning back, neither for breaking down what 
we had built up with no little trouble and toil. 
It is true, there was nothing but falsehood in 
all that, but still we delighted to hear it, and 
it angered us to listen to the truth. For the 
truth was, that we were self-deceived and lost ; 
that, being rebels, we had spoiled everything, 
and were under the sentence of death — re- 
gistered unto condemnation. The truth was, 
our religiousness was but tinsel, and our right- 
eousness but filthy rags. While we showed 
much love with our mouth, our heart went 
after covetousness ; while crying, " The temple 
of the Lord! the temple of. the Lord!" we 
worshipped idols at home and in secret. But, 
of course, we do not like to hear the truth told 
in regard to all this. It was too shameful, too 
alarming. 

Had Jesus come to please himself, He would 
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certainly have tried to please us; and would 
not have said a word about that disagreeable 
truth. But He came neither to please him- 
self* nor to please men. He came to Bave us ; 
and, therefore, nothing was left to Him but 
to tell us plainly what was the truth with re- 
gard to our condition ; for there is, and can be, 
no salvation in falsehood. He knew that His 
truth-speaking would cost Him his life, but 
what Caiaphas, through the Spirit, prophesied 
from selfishness, he realised through love, con- 
sidering that it *' was expedient that one man 
should die for the people, and that the whole 
nation perish not." Had He only held his 
peace, He would have been allowed to go un- 
molested. But how could He P He loved us 
too well for that. He %aw our danger too 
clearly. Would He not have hated us, had 
He not told us ? To save is to suffer. This 
has ever been the maxim of God, as assuredly as 
that of man has been, that to sin is to be happy. 
What a noble, sincere, self-denying Saviour ! 
Yet, even the best of us were, at one time, so 

* Rom. XV. 3. 
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blind in our spiritual vision, that we were 
somewhat at a loss about Him. Though we 
loved and admired Him as a man, yet, our under- 
standing being darkened, we could not com- 
prehend how He, against whom every one 
arose in opposition, could possibly be right. 
Surely, He must have been mistaken. We 
have fancied He must have overdone things, 
and been a little of a fanatic. Such were the 
thoughts which passed through the minds even 
of his own friends. ' His mother and brethren 
on seeing the excitement He aroused, went out 
to lay hold on Him, for they said: "He is 
beside himself !''* John the Baptist sent his 
disciples to Him from the prison, saying: " Art 
thou he that should come, or do we, look for 
another ? " t Cleopas and his friend said : " We 
trusted that it had been He which should have 
redeemed Israel.''? Many of his immediate 
disciples murmured and said : " This is an hard 
saying ; who can hear it P " § Thus at last they 
all forsook Him, and He was left alone. So 

♦ Mark iii. 21, compared with ver. 31! f Matt. xi. 3. 
X Luke xxiv. 21. { John vi. 60. 
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utterly unpalatable to us was the truth He had 
come to bring us. 

And is it possible, then, that, being as we 
were, we did not admit that there was much 
of which we desired to be delivered, and for 
which we were in need of a Saviour ? 

Yery much indeed ; but we did not reckon 
amongst that, the very evil from which He came 
to save us in the first place. We desired to 
be delivered of distress, of pain, of disease, of 
poverty, to be free from the oppression of such 
tyrants as Herod, and from the thraldom of 
such masters as the Bomans. We desired 
to be a healthy, prospering people; to be 
rich, living in peace, and unharassed by 
care. Ifoy, we would even have liked to be 
undying, and to get our departed friends back 
from the grave, to know nothing of such dismal 
things as deathbeds, shrouds, or graves. An 
everlasting spring of earthy and earthly hap- 
piness — that was our highest aspiration. And 
if, instead of seeking to set our spirits free, He 
had brought us all that, we should doubtless 
have hailed Him with jubilation. 
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And He never said that He would not bring 
all that to lis. He was not by any means a 
lover bf pain and sickness. He was no friend 
of Herod, nor an allv of the Eomans. He 
opened graves, but never dug them. He 
did not rejoice at His friend Lazarus being 
buried in the dust ; He wept and brought him 
to life again. If ever any one has shown his 
aversion to death. He has. In fact. He has 
promised to bring us all that we desired, and 
infinitely more than we could think or pray. 
He promised us nothing short of a new heaven 
and a new earth, of which we ourselves were to 
be " the priests and the kings ;** in which " there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, neither 
crying, neither any more pain.'* ^ about 
ihe%e things there was no controversy between 
Him and us. He quite agreed with us there. 
But how to obtain them ! That was the ques- 
tion. And here lay the root of the difference 
between Him and us. 

What was the cause of our evils and sorrows P 
It was not Herod. It was not the Homans ; 
nor disease, nor death, nor the grave. It was 
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sin. The evil within us was the cause of all 
the evils without. We ourselves were bad ; no 
wonder 4hen that all that issued from us 
was wrong and miserable. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? We had 
abandoned GU>d. We had fallen from the 
source of life. We had taken part with the 
Evil One in his opposition to God. We were 
filled ftill of self-love, and were void of the love 
of God. We only cared for our own profit, 
our own glory, our own pleasure, but were in- 
different to the cause of God, to the glory of 
God, to the pleasure of God. Nay, we were 
more than indifferent, we were averse and 
hostile. We took pleasure in that which God 
hated — in breaking His laws and command- 
ments. and in provoking Him to anger. Thns 
we had brought upon ourselves the verdict of 
death, and filled the world with hatred and 
violence, with war and blood-shedding, with 
blasphemy and foolishness. What would it have 
availed us, if, in this state of things, Jesus had 
taken disease and death from us ; if He had re- 
moved all our miseries, and restored this earth 

D 
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to a state of paradisiacal glory ? Would this 
have lasted for so much as a single day ? The 
eauM of the evil not being removed^ ^^hat could 
be the use of removing its effects ? Purge a 
bad tree of its poisonous fruits — will that make 
it bear good fruits the next summer ? Fancy 
a new earth clad with the glory of an everlast- 
ing spring, in which there is no pain, no 
disease, no death, but peopled by a generation 
of sinners, who love themselves, and hate God 
and their neighbours! Can there be a more 
monstrous absurdity ? 

Yet men in all ages have tried to realise this 
same monstrous absurdity. To be happy in 
enmity towards God, to be free in the service 
of sin, to rise to honour and glory under the 
leadership of the power of darkness — ^that is 
the goal at which most of us invariably have 
aimed in our struggles for social and political 
reform, for emancipation, for liberty, for hap- 
piness. Had Jesus tried to assist us in these 
attempts. He would not have been a Saviour, 
but a deceiver and a destroyer. 

But He was a Saviour, who came to save 
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indeed. Therefore He took the evil at the 
root. He came to " take away the sin of the 
world.*** That was the ground on which He 
bore His name. ''Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus/' the angel said to Joseph : " for He shall 
save His people from their szws." t This was as 
it were his programme. Praised be His name, 
He faithfully stuck to it. The most splendid 
offers were made to Him, if He would only 
abandon it, and consent to save us from everv 
thing except from sin. He absolutely declined 
them. He had not come to be made king in 
the place of Herod. + He had not come to 
receive the kingdoms of the Boman empire at 
the devil's hand.§ He had not come to be 
ministered unto. He had come to give His 
life a ransom for many, || to seek and to save 
that which was lost,ir to shed His blood for the 
remission of sins.** So He took up His cross 
and walked the thorny path. He was laughed 
at, mocked at, reviled, buffeted, condemned as 

♦ John i. 29. f Matt. i. 21. X John vi. 15. 

\ Matt. iv. 9. II Matt. xx. 28. ^ Matt, xviii. 11. 

♦♦ Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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a fool, ridiculed as a madman, hunted as an 
outlaw, and executed as a malefactor. But all 
this was powerless to make Him step so much 
as an inch aside from the way which led to 
the object He had in view. The top of Calvary 
was the point to which He steered his course. 
For there^ only there, He could save us from 
our sins. 

Truly, He was right and we were wrong ! 
We see it clearly now, since He hath given us 
His spirit to understand the truth. We see it, 
by the light of His resurrection, by the emblems 
of His broken body and shed blood. We sink 
down at His feet in wonder and adoration, and 
we say : " Precious Saviour ! We thank Thee 
that Thou didst not seek the things that were of 
men but those that were of God ! Hadst Thou 
given us what we desired, we should be lost 
now. We were blind. We did not know our 
true misery. But Thou knewest it, Thou who 
wert wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities ! " 
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My Saviour, whose infinite grace 

Most kindly encompasses me, 
Whose goodness more brightly I trace, 

The more of my life that I see, — 
The sins that I mournfully own. 

Thy meekness and mercy exalt ; — 
And sweet is the voice from Thy throne 

That tenderly shows me a fault. 



Even now, while my praises arise, 

A sorrowful spirit is mine ; 
A spirit Thou wilt not despise. 

For, oh ! it is mourning with Thine. 
My joy is in light from above. 

The light which Thy kindness displays ; 
My grief is for lack of the love 

That would tune my whole life to Thy praise. 



My faithful Redeemer, forgive 

The sin it has grieved Thee to see ; 

And let me remember to live 
In the spirit that glorifies Thee. 
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Though much in Thy child thou hast borne, 
Thy counsel still gently repeat ; 

And give me, if still I must mourn, 
To mourn as a child at Thy feet. 

A. L. W. 



III. 



^ Sbablottt of ^tnnm. 



Jebus, the friend of friendless men, 
The help of all the weak ; 

Jesus, who left the joys of heaven, 
The lost and sad to seek, — ■ 

Jesus, Thy love has found my heart, 
And raised it up to Thee ; 

Jesus, that love doth feast my soul, 
*Tis present heaven to me. 

Jesus, Thy death my life doth prove, 
Thy cross to thrones doth bring ; 

Jesus, Thy crown shall be the crown 
Of all who own Thee King. 

! rule me by Thy love, my Lord, 
Thy love to me when dead ; 

The love so passing all my thought, 
That for my love it bled. 

Jesus, I long to yield my love 
In deeds that shall Thee praise ; 

Jesus, I long to live that love 
Through life of endless days. 



1 Tm. i. 15. 
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 

rpwO great mysteries are here expressed in 
a few words — the mystery of godliness 
and the mystery of iniquity. 

God was manifest in the flesh to save his 
enemy. This is the mystery of godliness. 
Who can fathom it ? 

Man, created in the image of a holy and 
perfect God, became a sinner to insult and 
dishonour his Maker, and to ruin himself. 
Who can understand it? 

Evil is a great mystery. It is a fact, but no 
one can explain it. It is in the imiverse ; but 
how it came there, how it originated, how it 
could originate in the sight of a Holy and 
Almighty God— who can tell? The Word 
of God declares that it existed before man 
was created ; that God created man without 
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it ; that it was introduced into this world by 
an evil being, who succeeded in seducing our 
first parents ; and that thus " by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin." * 
But how it could be that that evil being should 
succeed in such a thing, how it was that he 
could exercise such a baneful influence over 
man, is a question to which neither God's 
Word nor human reason gives any answer. 

Again, the Word of God tells us that this 
evil being himself was once good, living in the 
truth ; but that he did not abide in the truth, 
but fell off from God, and became an enemy of 
the Holy One, a seducer of others, and a mur- 
derer of men.f He set up a kingdom of evil, 
of darkness, which is peopled with angels who 
followed him as their chief and king. J But 
how it could be possible that that being, who 
once was good, should become evil and the 
father of lies, is again a question concerning 
which Revelation is silent, and philosophy is 
unable to give any solution. 

* Bom. V. 12. t John viii. 44. 

X Matt. xii. 26 ; xxv. 41. 



A SA VIOUR OF SINNERS. 43 

And, though an answer to this question 
might satisfy our curiosity, it would not alter 
the fact. Discussions about the origin of evil 
are as useless as they are wearisome. The evil 
is here. It is round about us ; it is within 
us. There is another question which is more 
worthy of our attention — a question of life and 
death to each of us — how to get rid of it P 

God be praised through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in that to this question His Word gives 
us a full, all-sufficient answer. That answer 
is : Jesus ! Saviour ! " It is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that He came 
into the world to save sinners; that He was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works 
of the devil/' ♦ 

There are, comparatively speaking, few men 
who understand and recognise the all-sur- 
passing importance and deep blessing of this 
answer. Most men, alas ! do not see the 
necessity of a Saviour. They believe, or, at 
least, hope, that death will deliver us out of all 
evil ; they believe that as long as we are on 

* 1 John iii. 8. 
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earth we ourselves may do muoh towards 
fencing in and lessening the power of evil; 
but, as to its final extinction, they doubt 
whether it will ever be witnessed here below — 
and they suppose that when a man dies he 
will, somehow, get rid of all evil. 

But the Word of God tells us that death 
itself is an evil. Not only is death not a 
saviour-it is an enemy.* The representation, 
SO current in the sentimental world, of death 
as ^'a messenger of peace," is true only to 
those who are saved by the great conqueror of 
death. Apart from this, it is a cruel deception. 
What the real work of death is none of us 
know from experience. It is true, we know 
what becomes of the body after its separation 
from the soul; and that, indeed, is some- 
thing horrible. But what becomes of the 
soul after it has left the body, we know not. 
We may set up various theories about the 
state of the departed. We may fancy that 
state an annihilation, a quiet sleep, or an 
Elysium of enjoyment. But, to tell the truth, 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 26. 
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we know nothing about it. It is all theory, 
hypothesis. But it is known by God, who is 
the God of the spirits of all flesh.* And He 
tells us that what takes place with the body is 
only one and the less fearfiilside of death's work ; 
that there is also a death of the soul, which is an 
everlasting death, not a state of annihilation, or 
of insensibility, but of eternal woe and misery, 
which it is impossible to picture in words bor- 
rowed from human language. God nowhere 
speaks of death as a deliverer from evil, but as 
the consiunmation of the work of evil. It is 
the wages and reward of sin. It is compared 
to a poisonous scorpion, armed with a sharp 
sting.f It is spoken of as a messenger, not of 
peace, but of terror, ready to carry the departed 
soul to a place described by such figures as 
''utter darkness, a burning lake, w:eeping and 
gnashing of teeth.'* 

It is easy to pooh-pooh these descriptions of 
death as old wives' fables, or to slight them as 
hallucinations of imcontrolled Eastern fancy; 
but it is not so easy to prove their incorrectness. 

* Num. xvi. 22. t 1 Cor. xv. bb. 
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We should consider well before we allow our- 
selves to play with a matter like this. Gk)d 
assures us that death is such an awful evil, 
that, without a Saviour, it is sure to destroy 
us, both body and soul, with an everlasting 
and irreparable destruction. We may, on the 
authority either of our own wisdom, or of that 
of others, venture the passage through the 
dark valley without a Saviour. But we should 
mind that the experiment can only be made 
once. If, on our arrival at the opposite side, 
we should, to our horror, find out that we 
are mistaken, there will be no chance of our 
returning, and taking a fresh start. 

Jesus came " to destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil ; and to 
deliver them who through fear of deatli were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.'* ♦ To 
effect this. He came to save us from sin ; for 
sin is the cause of death, and until sin is taken 
away death must reign. Death is not a natural 
production of creation. The shudder that in- 
stinctively passes through our frame at the 

♦ Heb. u. 14, 16. 
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thought of it proves that it is something 
utterly repugnant to our nature. We can 
never be brought to feel that we were created 
to die. We can fancy ourselves to have been 
created with the destiny of passing over from 
the present creation to a higher one, as, for 
instance, was the case with Enoch and Elijah ; 
but that a God of love, who in all His works 
displays such delight in everything good, and 
lovely, and beautiful, should have created us 
for the purpose of being tormented by the 
most fearful agonies, and of being reduced to 
the horrible condition of a corpse— ^our intel- 
lect, as well as our feelings, revolts against the 
idea. Nor does the Word of God fail to tes- 
tify to the contrary. It is true, that there 
was a fatal object — a tree of death — ^in Paradise. 
But, for whatever purpose it may have been 
planted there, this much is certain, that it was 
not planted by God for the purpose that man 
should eat of it. " Thou shalt not eat of it." 
Thus sounded the warning voice of a loving, 
careful Father. " Thou shalt not eat of it," 
lest thou diest. Plenty of other trees, all 
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good, were given for food, and the Tree of 
Life in the midst of them. But, as to one 
tree, that tree of death, none conld be more 
anxious that man should never touch it than 
God was. He did not desire to see His crea- 
ture destroyed. He had so skilfiilly framed 
him out of the dust of the ground, and so 
wonderfully united to it a soul issuing from 
His own divine breath. He did not wish to 
see that which He had so admirably united pint 
asunder by violence. " Thou shalt not eat of 
it ! " was the royal command, the friendly 
warning, the paternal entreaty. And the 
reason is clearly and emphatically given : 
" For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die ! " 

The grave word was spoken in vain. Our 
first parents transgressed. The human race 
then became a generation of sinners, poisoned 
with the poison of death. Nearly six thousand 
years have elapsed since then. Times, cus- 
toms, opinions — in short, everything has 
changed and changed again ; but two things 
have remained as they were from the begin- 
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ning — sin and death. They hold their own 
place up to this moment. What was said 
eighteen hundred years ago may be repeated 
now without the slightest modification : " We 
ofiend a//.* We are all gone out of the way.t 
We have all sinned, and come short df the 
glory of God. + We all die in Adam. § It is 
appointed unto man once to die, and after this 
the judgment." (| 

These sentences are, without exception, ap- 
plicable to all of us. Whether kings or beg- 
gars, judges or culprits, sinners we are, and 
die we must. The names " sinner," " mortal," 
are synonymous with that of "man." We 
are so accustomed to see sin committed, and to 
copimit it ourselves, that we look upon it as 
essential to our nature. Only where it shows 
itself in too gross a manner, where it threatens 
to interfere with the order, the peace, or the 
security of society, do we condemn it. But, as 
long as it keeps within what we call "due 
limits," we are at peace with it ; nay, we are 

* James iii. 2. f Rom. iii. 12. { Rom. iii. 23. 

\ 1 Cor. XV. 22. il Heb. ix. 27. 

E 
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often even pleased with it ; so that we wonder 
in our hearts why a Saviour should be re- 
quired, except, of course, for the publican and 
the harlot, the thief and the murderer. 

Thus we get accustomed to look upon sin 
merely as an imperfection. "We call it "a 
defect," " a fault,'* which, we say, belongs to 
our nature, since we are destined for develop- 
ment. We reason that, just as little as a child 
can learn to walk without often stumbling, so 
little can a human being develop itself into 
perfection without sinning. Sin is not an evil 
for which we require a Saviour ; it is only 
a weakness that requires exercise and in- 
struction. 

It is quite natural that we should reach such 
a judgment. We never saw man in his bliss- 
ful original condition before he became a sinner. 
We know of no human beings but such as are 
infected with sin ; and so it does not occur to 
us that man might exist without it. Of a per- 
fectly holy, pure, and faultless man we have 
no conception, because we have never seen 
such a one. If such a person appeared 
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amongst us, we should hardly believe him to 
be a human being. 

Indeed, such a person did once appear amongst 
us ; He proved that it is possible to be a man 
without being a sinner ; He proved that de- 
velopment is possible without sinning ; He grew 
up from a babe to a youth, from a youth to a 
man ; He ate and drank and slept like every one 
of us ; He was placed in the most trying circum- 
stances, and in heaviest temptations ; but, always 
and everywhere. He remained without sin. 

Did His appearance cure us of our mistake ? 
Did it alter our judgment about sin and the 
sinner ? 

Not in the slightest. The contrast between 
Him and us was so enormous, that we knew no 
place for Him amongst us. " He was no man,'* 
we cried out, " except such a one as had a 
devil. He was a madman. He was not a 
specimen of sinless humanity, but, on the very 
contrary, the sinner by pre-eminence." We 
crucified Him between two malefactors as the 
greatest of the three. 

And what did this show ? 
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It showed that we had got so accustomed to 
regard sin as the mley that sinlessness, as it 
presented itself to us in Him, made upon our 
minds an impression of monstrous absurdity. 
It is said that the negroes when they saw a 
white man for the first time were stupefied 
with fright, thinking that he was the devil. 
And thus we, on seeing a sinless man, started 
back with horror, as if He were Sin itself. 
Through sin our moral vision was so distorted, 
as to make us see things inverted. The 
crooked line being laid down as the rule, how 
could we do otherwise but condemn the 
straight ? 

No wonder then, that so long as we look at 
matters in this light, we cannot see the neces- 
sity of a Saviour ; but, the very fact that God, 
in his infinite mercy, has given a Saviour, 
proves that He looks upon sin quite diflTerently. 
To Him it is a capital crime, a pernicious hos- 
tile power, and a fatal disease. 

A capital crime. We like to represent God 
in the image of a Father, who, with kind for- 
bearance, looks down upon us as His children. 
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In that light, our sins look to us as only child- 
like failures, which may be chastised with the 
rod of correction, but will never be punished 
with the sword of justice. Nor is there 
anything wrong in this representation to 
those who, through Jesus, have " received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, 
Father." But, apart from Him, the doctrine 
is utterly false. God is the Judge of all his 
creatures as well as their Creator, and man is 
no exception to this rule. No sooner had man 
committed his first sin than God passed the 
sentence of death upon him. This is not the 
work of a father, but of a judge. This is not 
chastisement with the rod of correction ; but 
punishment with the sword of justice. With 
this capital sentence, God at once showed how 
Se looked upon sin. It is the transgression of 
his holy law, the violation of which is followed 
by the forfeiture of life ; it is the violation of 
His holy, supreme majesty, the defilement of 
which can be as little permitted on earth as it 
can in heaven. We may regard an oflTence 
against His sovereign will as a trifle ; but Se 
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cannot allow His honour to be trifled with. 
Subsequent events in the history of our race 
have more than abundantly undeceived us on 
this matter. Such terrible executions as the 
deluge, the destruction of Sodom, and the 
doom of Pharaoh, all tell their awful tale. 
Nor is there a voice lacking in our bosom to 
repeat the same. Conscience addresses us as 
criminals; it summons us before an etem^ 
and just Judge ; it makes us feel like convicts 
under the sentence of death ; it tells us that 
sin is a crime, and that justice requires ven- 
geance. We all shudder at the thought of 
death ; w« all tremble at the prospect of the 
coming judgment. 

A pernicious^ hostile power, Himian philo- 
sophy may set up its theories about the neces- 
sity of sin, in God's Word there is not one 
sentence to be found in favour of it. From the 
first to the last page it is there described as the 
only thing which God hates with a perfect 
hatred ; there is nothing in God that resembles 
it. He is light ; sin is darkness. God never 
had anything to do with it, nor will He ever 
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have. It belongs to " the devil, who sinneth 
from the beginning."* God can as little 
brook it in his presence as a man can brook ^ 
mote in his eye. There is no place imaginable 
for it in His kingdom. Wherever it is seen, it 
spoils God's work, and, hostile as it is to God, 
it is also most hurtful to man ; it entirely 
separates him from God. All communion 
between him and God is broken up, all inter- 
course stopped. A sinner can as little be 
admitted to the company of God and His 
angels as a corpse could be admitted to a wed- 
ding festival. Sin sets xnan down in the 
boundless desert of misery, at the mercy of 
the devil and his angels. When Cain was 
brooding over his murderous plan, God com- 
pared sin to a tiger lying and lurking at a 
man's door. It was not a requisite for Cain's 
development ; it was the means to secure his 
destruction. Sin destroys God's life in man's 
soul. It deprives man of the faculty of think- 
ing God's thoughts, of feeling after God's 
heart, of loving God's creatures, of doing 

* 1 John iii. 8. 
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God's work. It compels him to think and to 
feel as the devil thinks and feels : to live a life 
of selfishness and pride, and cold, heartless 
opposition to everything truly good and noble. 
A fatal disease. According to the descrip- 
tion of sin in God's Word, it is a certain mys- 
terious poison, which has entered the nature of 
our race through our first parents, being pro- 
pagated from parent to child through all 
generations. Though inexplicable to us, we 
feel it to be a permanent evil within us, which 
not only infects our mind and spirit, but also 
our body. It dwells in our flesh, in our mem- 
bers, in our bodies.* Through it our bodies 
are bodies of death. Through it we are shapen 
in iniquity, and our mothers conceived us in 
sin.t Through it we bring that germ of de- 
composition with us into the world, which, 
passing through a longer or shorter process of 
varied diseases and pains, at length reaches its 
consummation in disuniting soul and body. 
Thus, through sin we have become a fallen, a 
spoiled, a sick, and dying tribe among the 

♦ Kom. vii. 18, 23. f Psalm li. 5. 
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rational beings that people God's universe. 
Humanity is a poisoned tree^ each leaf of 
which bears the marks of decay, each blossom 
of which savours of corruption, every fruit of 
which tastes of death. " The whole world," 
God's Spirit says, " lieth in the wicked one." 
And history puts its seal upon this sentence. 
From the days of Cain up to the present 
moment, hatred, envy, war, bloodshed, murdiBr, 
and fratricide, have not ceased among the 
children of men, nor has death failed to do his 
horrible work! 

Oh, truly what we are in need of is a 
Saviour ; for our condition is hopeless. As 
there is no one amongst us who is not himself 
a sinner and a child of death, so there is no 
one amongst us who is able to save. Human 
wisdom, science, art, civilisation, social pro- 
gress, political reform — all these things may 
have their value in their own sphere ; but let 
us not look to them for help in this fearftil 
danger, which threatens us both in body and 
soul. Ship-building and navigation are, un- 
doubtedly, most noble and useful arts; but. 
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when in the midst of the roaring sea the ship 
is about to go down, nobody expects help from 
a lesson in ship-building, or from a lecture on 
navigation. What everybody eagerly looks 
out for then is a lifeboat which brings salvation. 
And such things as sanitary precepts and 
regulations are, undoubtedly, most desirable; 

. but when a man is lying in his bed with broken 
limbs, it is not for a book on hygiene that he 
cries, but for a physician who is able to save 
his life. Human science, art, and philosophy 
may go far in lessening the effects of evil, and 
in promoting the influence of good here below; 
but they do not have it in their power to de- 
liver us from the sentence of death, which 
God's holy and eternal law passes upon us; 
they cannot renew the life of God in our souls, 

' nor raise our bodies from the grave. When a 
man's work is lost, man may recover it ; but 
where man himself is lost, who can save him 
but the God who made him ? 

And God be praised for His unspeakable gift! 
He hath sent us a Saviour. Here, again, begins 
the joyful music, after such a dismal succession 
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of sepulchral tones. Had we fallen into all 
that misery without our own fault, how ought 
we to thank Him ! Where, then, shall we 
find words to praise Him as we should, when 
it was through our own wickedness or reck- 
lessness that we dug for ourselves that bottom- 
less pit ! How justified would He have been, 
had He left us to ourselves to reap the bitter 
fatal fruits of our own planting ! He had 
made this earth of ours so beautiful, so pure, 
so happy ! He comes to it — and He finds it 
full of sin, of wickedness, of misery, and de- 
struction! He gave us life — we turned it 
into death ; He gave us a paradise— we trans- 
formed it into a wilderness ; He gave us a 
glorious body formed in his image— we changed 
it into a corpse ; He placed us as kings on a 
royal throne to rule this earth to His glory — 
we sold it, together with ourselves, unto His 
arch enemy, Satan ! 

Would He have been unjust if He had 
sealed our doom and death with us as He once 
did with another tribe of his creatures, who, 
in like manner, "kept not their first estate. 
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but left their own habitation/' and whom " He 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness unto the judgment of the great day P *'* 

But no. Hear, heavens, and give ear, 
earth ! It hath pleased God to make an ex- 
ception in our favour ! Angels have fallen, 
and there is no helper ; but for man God hatk 
raised up a Saviour ! f Jesus is his name, the 
Son of the living God, the God of salvation, 
the Lord of glory, the Life and the Resurrec- 
tion ! He left the heaven of heavens, and 
came down to save us. Make a noise, ye earth, 
and shout out for joy, ye children of men ! 
Take an instrument of ten strings ! Cry aloud, 
spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet, 
and tell it unto every one : The right Man hath 
come ! He can do it ! He is able to save ! 
Unto us a Child is born ! Unto us a Son is 
given ! Wonderful is his name, and Coun- 
sellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace ! 

And what hath He come forP To save 
sinners ! 

♦ Jude 6. f Heb. ii. 16. 
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Deak Saviour of a dying world, 

Where grief and change must be, 
In the new grave where Thou wast laid 

My heart lies down with Thee. 
Oh, not in cold despair and joy. 

Or weariness of pain, 
But from a hope that shall not die, 

To rise and live again. 

I would arise in all Thy strength 

My place on earth to fill, 
To work out all my time of war 

With love's unflinching will, 
Firm against every doubt of Thee 

For all my future way. 
To walk in Heaven's eternal light 

Throughout the changing day. 

Ah, such a day as Thou shalt own, 
When suns have ceased to shine ! 

A day of burdens borne by Thee, 
And work that all was Thine. 

Speed Thy bright rising in my heart, 
Thy righteous kingdom speed, 
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Till my whole life in concord say, 
" The Lord is risen indeed." 

Oh, for an impulse from Thy lovo 

With every coming breath, 
To sing that sweet, undying song 

Amid the wrecks of death ! 
A " hail ! " to every mortal pang 

That bids me take my right 
To glory in the blessed life. 

Which Thou hast brought to light. 

I long to see the hallowed earth 

In new creation rise, 
To find the germs of Eden hid 

Where its fallen beauty lies, — 



To feel the springtide of a soul 

By one deep love set free, 
Made meet to lay aside her dust, 

And be at home with Thee. 

And then — ^there shall be yet an end — 

An end how full to bless ! 
How dear to those who watch for Thee 

With human tenderness ! 
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Then shall the saying come to pass 
That makes our hope complete ; 

And, rising from the conquered grave, 
Thy parted ones shall meet. 

Yes — they shall meet, and face to face 

By heart to heart be known ; 
Clothed with Thy likeness. Lord of life, 

And perfect in their own. 
For this corruptible must rise 

From its corruption free ; 
And this frail mortal must put on 

Thine immortality. 

Since then. Thou. Resurrection Light 

Upon our sorrows shine. 
The fulness of Thy joy be ours. 

As all our griefs were Thine ; 
Now in this changing, dying life, 

Our fading hope restore. 
Till, in Thy triumph perfected, 

We taste of death no more. 

A. L. W. . 



IV. 

a Bt'bme Sbafatour. 



Thou, of earth desired, adored ; 

Joy and glory of the skies ; 
Thou, my Brother, Saviour, Lord, 

Lo ! I bend before Thine eyes : 
O that mild yet awful mien ! 
Grace commanding, yet serene ! 
Of Thy gifts the taiple dower, 
Light, hope, peace, upon me rfiower. 

Long have I my feeble sight 

Steain'd, and nothing met my view : 
Long my mind hath yearned for light, 

Fathom'd all, yet nothing knew : 
O the blessings tiius foregone ! 
Fleeting lights in vtiin that shone ! 
Useless griefe which fail'd to bless ! 
Drau^ts of deadly happiness ! 

Say, my soul, but now forlorn. 
Whence is coilie this calm to thee ? 

Say, my mind, with searching worn, 
How so clearly dost thou see P 

All my doubts, behold, they ciease ! 

Sinks the storm to deepest peace ! 

O strange mystery of love ! 

Grace my highest thoughts above ! 

Greater than all names that are, 
Jesus is our Saviour's name : 

Gulfs to fill, which sever'd far 
God from sinners, Jesus came ! 

To my tongue that Name how dear. 

Melting hardness, calming fear ; 

Name to make the rebel mourn, 

And remorse to sorrow turn ! 

Heart Divine ! my comfort be ; 

Be my refuge in the strife ; 
From the tempest shelter me ; 

Be ^t death my better life ! 
See my wound, how deep and sore ; 
Heal me, — heal ten thousand more ; 
Yea, o'er all this world of woe 
Bid Thy boundless mercy flow ! 

H.D. 



Matt. xxii. 43. 
" How then doth David in spirit call him Lord ? ** 

TT was not a vain word which God spoke to 
His prophet when He commanded him to 
cry, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people !*' It 
was spoken when He was sending His servant tp 
announce the coming of Him on whose appear- 
ance Jerusalem was to say to the cities of 
Judah, " Behold your God !''* Truly, there 
can be no greater consolation for us who are 
lost in sin and guilt than lies in the fact that 
our Saviour is God himself. It guarantees 
the completeness of our salvation. Were He 
only an angel, even the highest, there might 
still be room for doubts as to whether all that 
is required for^ our redemption were fully 
accomplished. But now that the mighty 
Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts himself, has come 

♦ laa. xl. 9. 
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to the rescue, what can be imagined which He 
has left undone P 

We should constantly keep our hearts open 
for this consolation in the midst of adversities 
and difficulties, trials and miseries. When the 
pangs of conscience depress our spirits, when 
we are like to break down under the heavy 
weight of the cross we have to bear, when we 
look despondingly on the ruins of our life's 
happiness — ruins of which perhaps our own 
foolishness or perverseness has been the cause, 
— when we sit down in tears by the death- 
bed of our beloved ones, or when we see the 
king of terrors approach to carry us away from 
all that is near and dear to us, we should say 
unto our souls, ^' Be comforted, God himself 
has come to thy help/* Though sinners, we 
are not cast out ; though guilty, we are not 
forsaken ; though miserable, we are not neg- 
lected. To us, to us a Saviour is given in every 
need. And that Saviour is He with whom 
nothing is too hard ! 

From the earliest period of Christendom the 
question has been raised, " Why should God 
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have become man ? '* Probably there never 
was a thinking man, whether believer or infi- 
del, in whose mind that question has not 
frequently arisen. God being almighty, we 
might at first wonder why, to be able to save 
us, He should have to go through such humbling 
and painful processes as the incarnation, the 
crucifixion, death, and the grave. We might 
well wonder why the Omnipotent One could 
not, with only one word of his mouth, have 
transformed us into holy angels and trans- 
ported us to heaven. 

But such questions are as useless as they are 
unseemly. We often think and speak about 
omnipotence, but we know not at all what it is. 
We would need to be omnipotent ourselves to 
imderstand it. If we desire to learn a little 
about it, we should abstain from asking response 
from human logic or philosophy, and sit down 
at the feet of the Omnipotent One himself to 
be taught by Him. If omnipotence were such 
a thing as we in our philosophical abstractions 
fancy it to be, there would be no history, no 
beginning, and no end — ^no progr^^^ ^\A Tia 



70 A DIVINE SA VIOUR. 

development. Everything would have heen 
done in one moment by the power of om 
word, or as it were with the wave of a magic 
wand. 

But there are such things as history and 
progress, such a thing as development from 
the small to the great, from the less perfect to 
the more perfect, though mostly proceeding 
with slow, scarcely noticeable movement, and 
often connected with many struggles, reactions, 
counteractions, battles, defeats, and victories. 
And all this happens according to a fixed and 
well-regulated plan under the superintendence 
and leadership of Him who is — ^the Omnipo- 
tent God. And we learn from that history 
that omnipotence is not the only attribute con- 
nected with doing all these things. Forbearing 
and suffering — suffering such things as no other 
power but one omnipotent could bear; for human 
experience itself teaches us that sometimes 
graater power is needed for not doing than for 
doing, God having, according to His eternal 
counsels, laid down the laws after which all 
His works are to be carried on, omnipotence 
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does not consist merely in the power of sus- 
pending these laws or of breaking these rules, 
but pre-eminently in the power of carrying out 
His purposes by means of these laws and rules, 
notwithstanding the opposition of other powers 
which are temporarily allowed to counteract 
them. In other words, we learn from Scripture 
that omnipotence is not the power of displaying 
the greatest possible /orc^, but also of realising 
the greatest possible wisdom, of performing the 
most perfect Justice, and of manifesting the 
greatest possible love. 

And such being the nature of God's omni- 
potence, there are and must be things which it 
is impossible for God to do. As there are 
things which none but the devil can do, and 
things which none but man can do, so there 
are things which even God cannot do, simply 
because He is God. Had God consulted the 
devil, He would simply have allowed fallen 
man to perish ; or had He taken counsel with 
our wisdom. He would have allowed us to con- 
tinue sinning against His laws according to 
our own pleasure, and given wa «s^x\a.^^\Sk% 



72 A DIVINE SAVIOUR, 

happiness into the bargain. In the former 
case He would have displayed justice, but no 
love; in the latter He would have displayed 
love (if love it were), but no justice. No omni- 
potence would have been required to follow up 
either of these two courses ; but to combine 
perfect justice with perfect love — to fully 
vindicate the law, and yet to redeem its trans- 
gressor — to condemn sin with a perfect con- 
demnation, and yet to rescue the sinner from 
perdition — that assuredly was a task to which 
none but an almighty God was equal. More- 
over, where the devil had succeeded in bring- 
ing about the greatest possible devastation, any 
power inferior to that of God would have been 
satisfied if it only succeeded in restoring 
matters to their former condition. But the 
greatest possible power was displayed by Him 
who out of this hopeless ruin called forth a 
state of things which in perfection and glory 
rises as high above the level of the original 
condition as it had, through the devices of the 
devil, been sunk beneath it. Great power 
undoubtedly would have been required merely 
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to prevent the extinction of the human race 
and to free it from its corruption, without leav- 
ing behind marks of the injury sustained. 
But God has manifested His omnipotence far 
beyond this by purifying the sinner and raising 
him to such a height of perfection that he is 
beyond the possibility of a relapse,* and by 
sublimating his nature to such a degree of 
glory as to make him a partaker of the divine 
nature itself ;t to raise him to an eminence 
beyond even the nature of the angels, and to 
make him occupy the highest rank next to 
God in the universe, "far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come." J To 
lift up a sinner, a servant of the devil, from 
the bottom of the pit into which he had sunk, 
and to raise him to the rank of angels, was a 
work which, if it were possible, might have 
been imderstood by angels. But how a sinner, 
who had fallen below the very lowest rank of 
rational beings, could be made a judge of 

• 1 John iii. 9. f 2 Peter i. 4. X^^V.VTl, 
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angels,* a child of God clad in the glory of 
divine majesty,! a fellow-ruler of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, J and an heir and pro- 
prietor of all things, whether things present, 
or things to come § — that is a mystery into 
which even angels desired to look. 

Oh, the depths of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! How un- 
searchable are His judgments, and His ways 
past finding out ! Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive the things that God hath 
prepared for them that love Him. 

But God hath revealed them unto u% by His 
Spirit, for we know the things that are freely 
given to us of God.ll So we remember with 
unspeakable wonder that most momentous hour 
in the history of our race when the angel of 
God entered the house of the royal yet humble 
virgin, and said to her, " Thou shalt conceive in 
thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and shalt call 
His name Jesus. The Holy Ghost shall come 

♦ 1 Cor. V. 3. t 1 John iii. 2. % Rev. iii. 21. 

§ 1 Cor. iii. 22. || 1 Cor. ii. 10, 12. 



A DIVINE SA VIOUR. 75 

upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee : therefore also that Holy 
Thing which shall be bom of thee shall be 
called the Son of God." Here the union took 
place of our race with Him who is so much 
better than the angels as He hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they ;* 
who was the Lord of the angels because the 
Creator of the angels, and who, passing them 
all, from the highest to the least of them, came 
down to us, making himself for a little whilef 
lower than the angels, that He might, through 
death and the grave, carry us up to the throne 
before which all angels worship in awe and 
adoration. Here that wonderful being was 
called into existence whose name is Emmanuel 
(God-with-us, God-with-man, God-man), both 
the Son of God and the Son of man. Well 
may the prophet exclaim, " His name is Won- 
derful !" Who can fathom the depth or scale 
the height of it P 

With this event, with the incarnation of God, 
stands or falls our salvation. If Jesus is not 
• Heb. i. 4. f See the OTigm^^^TaL^.Ti*^* 
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God manifest In the flesh, if it is true that He 
either had a father among men, as some assert, 
or a father among the angels, as others hold, 
the gospel is no glad tidings to ns. We are 
lost ; we are without hope in the world. The 
case which is impending between God, our 
Holy and Almighty Judge, and us, is so im- 
portant, that no person who is merely a human 
being like ourselves, though ever so excellent, 
can tranquillise our trembling hearts. All that 
such a person can give us, is his opinion ; but, 
what we are in need of, is God's own authentic 
declaration. All he can do for us is to try to 
appease our alarmed consciences by smoothing 
addresses; he cannot blot out the verdict that is 
declared against us ; he cannot cleanse us from 
our sins ; he cannot deliver us from death ; he 
is himself a sinner, a mortal creature like our- 
selves. How could he save us ? He may, by 
his moral character and exemplary conduct, 
cause us to appear better than we were, but he 
cannot make us good in the sight of God ; he 
cannot secure to us the remission of our sins ; 
he cannot make us heirs of the heavenly glory^ 
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Moreover, the gospel does not speak of a 
Saviour who is a mere man, or the son of an 
angel ; it knows nothing of such a Saviour. 
We may call Jesus just what we like ; but if 
we deny His divinity, we speak of quite a dif- 
ferent person than the gospel speaks of, and it 
is only on the Jesus of the gospel that the 
Christian Church builds her salvation. It is 
that Jesus who was born not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God ; who truly died, and was buried, 
but rose again, and was hy the resurrection 
from the dead declared with power to be the 
Son of God.* 

It has been observed by those who doubt 
the divinity of our Saviour, that, except the 
two narratives in Matthew and Luke, no men- 
tion is made of his miraculous birth in the 
New Testament ; and it is upon this ground 
that they call the historical truth of these 
narratives in question. We, on the contrary, 
regard this absence of any special allusion to 
that fact in the writings of the Apostles as a 

* Horn. i. 4. 



78 A DIVINE SAVIOUR. 

proof in its favour. We should deem it strange 
if men, who wrote to their fellow-believers 
about Him whom they all adored as the Son of 
God, ppinted at His miraculous birth, as if this 
were a matter to any of them unknown, or even 
doubted by them. The simple title of " the Son 
of God,'' which they invariably gave to Jesus, 
clearly pre-supposed such a birth. It is true 
that, in a metaphorical sense, good men are 
often called " sons of God,'' " children of God," 
and in that same sense any pious Christian man 
may be called " a son," or " a child of God." 
But, neither in Scripture, nor in any document 
written by a sensible man, is the title of " the 
Son of God " ever given to a man M'ho is not 
acknowledged to have through his birth re- 
ceived his existence immediately from God. It 
was only upon that ground that Luke (iii. 38) 
could call Adam the son of God. He, too, 
had no father on earth. Least of all, would 
pious Israelites, such as the Apostles, have 
dared to give that title to Jesus had they for 
one moment doubted whether God was His 
Father in the true and natural sense of the word 
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Nor would a pious Israelite have ventured 
to call God his Father. He might, on the 
track of Isaiah (Ixiv. 8), have called Jehovah 
"owr Father;" but he would have shrunk 
from the expression " my Father " as from a 
blasphemy. A man who said such a thing 
would have been understood to say that he had 
no father among men, that God was his only 
Father, that, in a word, he was a divine 
person. Therefore, when Jesus called God 
"his Father," the Jews sought to kill Him, 
because, by speaking in that way, " He made 
himself equal with God." * And so most 
assuredly He did. The Jews were quite cor- 
rect in their explanation of that title. Accord- 
ing to the rules of the language known to 
every Israelite, there was no alternative but 
either to kill Him as a blasphemer, or to adore 
Himi as God. 

So, when we observe that such conscientious 
and devoted Israelites as the Apostles call Jesus 
by the title of " the Son of God," and speak of 
God as of " the Father of their Lord Jesus," 

♦ John V. 18. 
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we know from this fact alone that they be- 
lieved in His miraculous birth — nay, we should 
from this fact alone know that Jesus must have 
been bom in a miraculous way, though the 
narratives of Matthew and Luke were not 
extant. It was in this belief that John could 
speak of Him as " the Word which was in the 
beginning, which was with God, which was 
God, and was made flesh,'' * It was in this 
belief, too, that Paul could point to him, " who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God ; but emptied him- 
selfy and took upon Him the form of a servant^ 
and was made in the likeness of man J*' Such 
descriptions of the person of our Saviour, 
indeed, would be sheer absurdities, if He were 
not bom in the way in which His birth is re- 
lated by Matthew and Luke. They inform us 
of the great truth surpassing all understanding, 
that, in His infinite love towards us. His crea- 
tures, and by commiseration with us, our 
Creator himself has descended from His hea- 
venly throne to come to the rescue, — He, "by 

* John i. 1, 14. t PWl. ii. 6, 7. 
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whom all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are in earth, visible and io- 
visible .... who is before all things, and by 
whom all things consist ;" * He, " who is 
the great Jehovah, the First and the Last, the 
Alpha and the Omega,*' t and " besides whom 
there is no God." + 

Nor can we wonder that Jesus, knowing 
himself to be that Highest of all beings, 
appeared amongst us with an authority 
such as would have been reckoned only the 
manifestation of insanity if assumed by a per- 
son of less than divine character, and that He 
allowed himself to use expressions such as 
would have been blasphemous if found upon the 
lips of any common man. Rightly the scribes 
asked, " Who can forgive sins but God only P " 
Yet Jesus said to sinners, " Your sins be for- 
given you ! '' A man who is by nature gifted 
with great powers may, at moments when he 
deems it expedient for himself to glory, say a 
great deal without saying too much ; but he 
must be either a blasphemer, or — God, who 

♦ Col. i. 16, 17. t Rev- i- 8. t "^^ '^^^ ^» 

G 
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has the boldness to say, " I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life ! No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me! I am the Light of 
the world ! I give my sheep eternal life ! 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood hath eternal life, and I will raise him up 
at the last day. No man knoweth the Son but 
the Father, neither knoweth any man the 
Father but the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal Him," &c. A man who to his 
last breath continued to speak in that way, if 
he is not God, must be an abomination in the 
sight of God as well as of men, and fully 
deserves to be put to the cruelest of deaths. 
But then, nothing would be more absurd than 
to expect such a man to rise again from the 
grave in glory. Yet that^ and nothing short of 
thaty has taken place. In the sight of men 
His whole life was one continuous blasphemy, 
and, as a blasphemer, they killed Him. But 
God hath raised Him up again, and hath highly 
exalted Him, and given Him a name which is 
above every name ! What, then, is left, but 
that at the name of that supposed "bias- 
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phemer," every knee should bow, and every 
tongue should confess that He is the Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father ! 

It is needful to place the divine nature of 
Jesus in the clearest possible light, because in 
the present day science, animated by the spirit 
of infidelity, tries with renewed force to rob 
the Church of her dearest treasure, her belief 
that her Saviour is her God. This attack of 
science is the more serious, because amongst 
those who lead the attack are men as much 
distinguished by the integrity of their moral 
character as they are eminent by their learning 
and talents. Starting from the proposition 
that an ingress of the supernatural into the 
sphere of nature is impossible, such science 
denies everything miraculous in the life of 
Jesus, and thus tries to lower Him to the level 
of a common man, subject to like passions as 
ourselves. Against this unbelief we ought to 
lift up high the banner of the faith of the 
Church, which believes that the Man Jesus, who 
eighteen centuries ago publicly declared him- 
self to be the Son of God, has proNcd t\vfe tw^ik 
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of that declaration by His resurrection from 
the dead. Scientific men have at all times 
denied that resurrection ; but they have never 
been able to prove that it was not an historical 
fact. The Church is right in placing greater 
confidence in Him who, after having died, rose 
again from the dead, than in a thousand others, 
however respectable and learned, who died but 
never came back. Nor should we allow our- 
selves to be confounded by the fact that so 
many of those who deny the faith, of the 
Church excel by their moral principles, their 
honest conduct, and amiable character. This ' 
only shows that there may be an admirable 
development of the sense of the human with 
but little of the sense of the divine. Where 
such a one-sided development takes place in a 
man's heart, it is quite consistent that he 
should disbelieve everything divine in the life 
of Jesus, because he neither understands nor 
desires to understand it. To him the divine, 
even when manifesting itself with indubitable 
historical evidences, must look suspicious, illu- 
sive, fabulous, because there is nothing in his 
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heart that tells him what to do with it. It is a 
mere perplexity to him, just as a man in 
whom the sense of music is undeveloped is 
puzzled when he finds himself in a musical 
company, and does not understand what can be 
the meaning or the use of all that sound which 
bursts forth from a collection of wooden and 
brass instruments. For every phenomenon that 
lies without, an organ within is required to 
enable us to perceive and to understand it. 
As there is no light to a man who has no eye- 
sight, nor a sound to a man who has no hear- 
ing ; so there is nothing divine to a man who 
has no inward sense of the divine. 

The life and resurrection of Jesus are his- 
torical facts, which proclaim the great truth 
that God has come down amongst us to re-unite 
us to himself. And we believe that proclama- 
tion with joy and adoration. 

Why? 

Because it brings us exactly what we feel 
we are, above all things, in need of. We feel 
that we are separated from God ; that we have 
dishonoured and insulted Him., and. \Jck»»\>^ ^<^ti- 
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sequently, we are lost, miserable, in fear of 
death, in a condition the most hopeless. We 
feel that only re-union with God can save us ; 
we feel that we cannot possibly bring that 
about ; that if it can be brought about at all 
God must come down to us, since we cannot go 
up to Him. But who of us can bring God 
down from heaven P We feel utterly helpless. 
We can only cry, " that Thou wouldst rend 
the heavens, that Thou wouldst come down ! " 

Well, all at once Jesus appears amongst us. 
He cries, " Come unto me ! I will give you 
rest! I am the Life! I am the Resurrec- 
tion ! I am the Son of God ! I am He that 
atones for your sins, that conquers death, that 
raises the dead again ! '' He strews His path 
with signs of His divine mission ; He sheds His 
atoning blood ; He visits death in His own 
mansion ; He rises up again like a conquering 
hero in the glory of resurrection ! 

Merely intellectual science may, in the pre- 
sence of these facts, sit down coolly to discuss 
the question about the possibility of the super- 
natural. In wonder and delight we stretch 
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out our arms towards that Wonderful One, 
crying, " Hosannah in the highest ! " And 
if we should hold our peace, we should expect 
the very stones to cry out. 



Sing a hymn to Jesus when the heart is faint. 
Tell it all to Jesus, comfort or complaint ; 
If the work is sorrow, if the way is long, 
If thou dread'st the morrow, teU it Him in 

song; 
Though the heart be aching for the crown and 

palm. 
Keep thy spirit waking with a faithful psalm. 

Jesus, we are lowly, Thou art very high, 

We are all unholy. Thou art purity ; 

We art frail and fleeting. Thou art still the 

same. 
All life's joys are meeting in Thy blessed 

name. 
Sing a hymn to Jesus when the heart is faint, 
Tell it all to Jesus, comfort or coTK^iaAXi\»» 
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All His words are music, though they make me 

weep, 
Infinitely tender, infinitely deep, 
Time can never render all in Him I see. 
Infinitely tender, human Deity. 
Sing a hymn to Jesus when thy heart is faint. 
Tell it all to Jesus, comfort or complaint. 

Jesus, let me love Thee, infinitely sweet ; 
What are the poor odours I bring to Thy feet ? 
Yet I love Thee, love Thee, come into my 

heart. 
And ere long remove me to be where Thou 

art. 
Thus I sing to Jesus when my heart is faint. 
So I tell to Jesus, comfort or complaint. 

P. H. 



V. 

a «batitottt of Mtti. 



Heabt of Christ, cup most golden, 
Brimining with salvation's wine, 

Million souls have been beholden 
Unto Thee for life divine ; 

Thou art full of blood the purest. 

Love the tenderest and surest ; 

Blood is Hfe, and life is love. 

O, what wine is there like love ? 

Heart of Christ, cup most golden, 

Out of Thee the martyrs drank, 
"Who for truth in cities olden 

Spake, nor from the torture shrank. 
Saved they were from traitor's meanness, 
Filled with joys of holy keenness : 
Strong are those that drink of love ; 
O, what wine is there like love P 

Heart of Christ, cup most golden, 

The remotest place and time 
Thou for labours wilt embolden, 

Unpresimiing but sublime : 
Hearts are firm, though nerves be shaken ; 
"When from Thee new life is taken, 
Truth recruits itself by love ; 
0, what wine is there like love ? 

Heart of Christ, cup most golden, 

Taking of thy cordial blest, 
Soon the sorrowful are folden 

In a gentle, healthful rest : 
Thou anxieties art easing. 
Pains implacable appeasing, — 
Grief is comforted by love. 
O, what wine is there like love ? 

Heart'of Christ, O cup most golden, 

Liberty from Thee we win ; 
"We who drink no more are holden 

By the shameful cords of sin ; 
Pledge of Mercy's sure forgiving, 
Powers for a holy living, — 
These, thou cup of love, are thine ; 
Love, thou art the mightiest wine ! 

L. 



1 Tim. ii. 5. 
*' The man Christ Jesus.'* 

A LREADY, on the very day of our fall, 
we were told by an all-merciful God, that 
we were to be saved by one of our own kin- 
dred. "He who was to bruise the serpent's 
head, was to be the woman's seed." Since 
then, those of our race who felt in need of 
salvation and believed in God's promise, have 
been looking out for " a child that should be 
bom unto them ; " for a " Son that should be 
given unto them." From time to time the 
Spirit of God showed them, leaf after leaf, of 
the future biography of that expected Saviour. 
Jacob, when with dying lips he whispered, 
" I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord," 
pointed at Judah as the root from which the 
" Shiloh " was to spring up.* David fell 

♦ Gen. xlix. 10. 
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asleep in the expectation that " of the fruit of 
his loins, according to the flesh, God would 
raise up Christ the Saviour.* Isaiah saw Him 
in the Spirit, as " a man of sorrows," who was 
" to bear the sins of many ; *' who was " to be 
cut off out of the land of the living ;'* but 
also " to see the travail of his soul, and to be 
satisfied and to justify many.f Daniel beheld 
Him as " one like the Son of Man coming with 
the clouds of heaven," to whom dominion and 
glory was given. + In all ages the holy men of 
God have been as much assured that their 
Saviour was to be a man, as they were con- 
vinced that none but God was their Saviour. 

As there have at all times been some among 
the "wise and the prudent" who asked why 
our Saviour should be God, so there have been 
some among them who asked why our Saviour 
should be a man. These deemed it unworthy 
of God to humiliate himself so as to become a 
human being. They consequently denied that 
Jesus was really a man ; they held that He was ' 
only a man in appearance, and not in reality. 

* Acts ii. 30. t Isa. liii. % Dan. vii. 13. 
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There is scarcely an error imaginable against 
which, the Holy Spirit protests more strongly 
than against this. It is the falsehood which 
characterizes the spirit of antichrist, "who 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh." * Of our Lord's life it makes a mere 
optical delusion ; it degrades the person of our 
Lord to a mere phantasm. Truly, he must be 
an enemy, both of Christ and of man, who can 
hold snch an opinion ; for if Jesus was only a 
man in appearance, then it is only in appear- 
ance that we are saved, and the gospel, instead 
of being the joyful word of truth, is at best a 
cruel deception. 

Nor is there a truth which God's Spirit 
places in a clearer light than that of the real 
manhood of Jesus. He plainly and straight- 
forwardly tells us, " that the Word was made 
fle8h.^''\ He assures us that, " as we are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, so Christ also himself 
took part of the same;"+ "that in all things 
He was made like unto us," with the exception 

♦ 1 John iv. 3. t John i, 14. 

X Heb. ii, 14. 
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of one thing, " He was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin."* 

So His birth was not a birth in appearance, 
but He was really bom of a woman, as every 
child is. The temptations with which He was 
tempted in the desert, and throughout His life, 
until his last breath, were not sham temptations, 
but real enticements to evil, which, in order to 
withstand. He was constant in strife and prayer. 
The pains which He endured in His body were 
not neutralised by any superhuman anodyne, 
but He felt those pains as keenly as they would 
have been felt by any one of us — ^nay, probably 
He felt them far more keenly, because, as all the 
impressions which He received were true and 
complete, pain must have been to Him true 
pain, in all the fulness of its nature. This 
may, in a natural way, account for the fact 
that, whereas other crucified persons of a robust 
constitution continued to live on the cross so 
long as two or three days, His system broke 
down within six hours. Truly, there was no 
acting of a part here. He really died in the 

♦ Heb. ii. 17 ; iv. 15. 
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experience of all the agonies that accompany 
the violent process of a cruel death. His soul 
was truly separated from the body, which, as a 
really lifeless corpse, was buried in the grave. 
The awfiil verdict, " Thou shalt surely die,*' 
waSy in its fullest extent, executed on Him. 
He was obedient to His Father with " an 
obedience unto death, even the death of the 
cross/' It was a real love which He mani- 
fested towards us when He "laid down His 
life for us." 

But then His glorious resurrection, too, was 
a reality. That was no optical illusion which 
made the keepers at the grave shake and be- 
come as dead ; it was not a vision of their 
over- excited imaginations which made the 
women drop down at His feet in rapture and 
adoration. That same Jesus, who really died 
on the cross, really rose from the grave, 
brought to life again by the Spirit. He was a 
man, truly a man, after His resurrection as 
before it. Death had not extinguished His 
humanity. He did not pass over into a nature 
of a different class, and thus cease to be one of 



96 A SA VIOUR OF MEN. 

our race. It was not an angeKc body which 
the women touched when they " held Him by 
the feet and worshipped Him." * It was not a 
spirit, not a phantom, which the disciples saw, 
when the risen One said unto them, " Behold 
my hands and my feet, that it is I myseK: 
handle me, and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me have."t It was a 
human body. It was that same body which, 
at Bethlehem, was bom of the Virgin Mary, 
in which He had lived at Nazareth, walked 
amongst us, and slept, and eaten, and drunk, 
as do all human creatures. It was that same 
body that had died on the cross, and which 
carried the marks of the crucifixion across the 
gulf of death even into its new resurrection- 
life. It is true that body proved, after its 
resurrection, to be possessed of certain won- 
derful capacities, which it had never manifested 
before. It could appear or disappear to human 
vision, according to the pleasure of the Spirit 
who inhabited it. It could enter a room, the 
doors of which were closed. It could soar up 

♦ Matt, xxviii. 9. f Luke xxiv. 39. 
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lieavenward, till it disappeared from human 
sight. But these properties^ wonderful and 
sublime as they were, yet were not incom- 
patible with the conception of a human body. 
They only showed the perfection of develop- 
ment of which the human body is capable, 
under the agency of God's Spirit. The body 
of our Lord remained, with these properties, 
a real human body. Nothing is more graphic- 
ally pictured in the sacred record than the 
eagerness with which our risen Lord desired 
to impress his friends with the fact that '^ it 
was He himself" whom they saw; that it was 
their beloved Lord and Master, whom they 
knew so well, who was standing before them, 
who smiled upon them with the same kind 
eyes, who spoke to them with the same lips, as 
before. He urged them to handle and to touch 
Him. He bade them to give Him some meat, 
and He ate it before them, that they should see 
that He really was a human being as He was 
before. It was in that same human body that, 
on the fortieth day after His resurrection. He 
walked up with them to Mount Olivet. They 

H 
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saw Him taken up into heaven. And Paul, 
speaking twenty years later of Him who sitteth 
on the heavenly throne, by the right hand of 
God, calls Him — " The Man Christ Jesus." 

Thus God has shown that Jesus is the Lord, 
the Almighty One, before whom the devil can 
dig no abyss of misery so deep that He should 
not be able to convert it into a mountain of 
glory, infinitely loftier in its height than was 
the abyss awful in its depth. For, while the 
arch-fiend purposed to drag man from his 
earthly throne down to the bottom of hell, 
God hath not only restored him to that earthly 
throne, but raised him up to the heavenly 
throne, far above all creatures, tribes, kin- 
dreds, families, and generations, principalities, 
powers, and thrones in heaven and on earth; so 
that all power in the universe, the domain of 
heaven and the keys of hell and of death, are 
placed in the hands of — a Man. It is a Man 
" in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily;* it is a Man whom all angels 
worship ; it is a Man who is to judge them and 

♦ CJol. ii. 9. 
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the world; it is a Man before whom Satan 
and all his angels tremble ; and it is a Man at 
whose name every knee shall bow^ of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth — ^to the glory of God the Father."* 

So it is that God hath loved our race. The 
world was little aware what an exceeding 
eternal weight of mercy was given to us when 
the unknown virgin of Nazareth walked her 
heavy journey to Bethlehem, to " bring forth 
her first-bom Son." But now that we, by the 
grace of God, know a little of it, we bow down 
in adoration, and exclaim with the Psalmist, 
" What is man, that Thou art mindful of him ? 
and the Son of man that Thou visitest him P 
For Thou hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. Thou madest him to have dominion 
over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put 
all things tmder his feet.'*t 

This word was true with reference to our 
first father, Adam, " whom God created in His 
own image," for he was placed as a king in the 
♦ Phil. ii. 10. t PaalmL ^im. 4. 
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midst of creation, and there was given unto 
him *' dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth npon the earth/'* But by 
his fatal disobedience he lost the glory of the 
image of God, and his royal dominion went 
with it. Instead of being the king of the 
earth, he became a slave of the king of hell, a 
leper among the creatures of God, and a child 
of death. Thus it was that the very existence 
of our race was at stake ; it was about to 
become extinct, as a living tribe, in God's 
creation. The angel of God was about to 
write down in the book of God's remembrance 
that once there was a being called Man, created 
in happiness to the glory of God; but that, 
after a short existence, it fell from its throne 
into the bottomless pit of destruction, and that 
since then its place was found no more, leaving 
a sad blank in the numerous family of God. 
But no — praise and adoration be imto God the 
Father and the Lamb that is slain! — that 
angel's hand was arrested, and a leaf was pro- 

♦ Gen. i 27, 28. 
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duced from the Book of the Counsels of the 
Most High, on which was written " Good -will 
toward Men/'* The joyful report resounded 
through all the heavens that man should not 
be loBty but saved ; that a new parent should 
be given to the fallen race, to prevent its utter 
extinction, to rescue it from sin and death, to 
make it shoot up again in the strength of an 
everlasting life, like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth fruit in its 
season, whose leaf shall wither no more ! And 
in the fulness of time the heavenly band, in 
the raptures of unspeakable joy, alighted on 
the fields of Ephratha, to glorify the wonderful 
Babe, in whom was manifested God's " good- 
will toward men ! " There He was lying at a 
woman's breast; He, from whom the human 
race was to spring up again, with a life as much 
more glorious than the one it possessed before, 
as heaven is more glorious than earth. Dead 
was our race in trespasses and sins — dead in its 
" first Adam." But he was the '^ second 
Adam,"* springing up like a living "root 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 46, 47. 
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from a dry ground," like a succulent " branch 
from a withered stem," able to pour fresh 
eternal life into our dead veins, and to per- 
petuate our race, with which He had united 
himself, imto all eternity. He, in his infinite 
love, entered our family, according to the laws 
of GFod laid down in nature, that He shoidd be 
truly one of us, a genuine member of our tribe, 
a real branch of our stem. Thus, as we were 
partakers of flesh and blood, so He also him- 
self took part of the same, bringing with Him 
that divine, everlasting nature, which was to 
bear us up from the bottom of the pit, and to 
carry us through the gates of death and place 
us safe on the other side of the horrible gulf, 
there to make us stand before God and all His 
angels, without spot or wrinkle, as the images 
of God, reflecting His likeness in the all-sur- 
passing glory of a God-bom humanity. Thus 
completely identifying himself with us. He 
was foimd " in the likeness of sinful flesh,"* 
having taken upon himself the nature of that 
race on which the curse of the law and the 

* Rom. viii. 3. 
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sentence of death rested, He freely placed liim- 
self under that curse and sentence. Loaded 
with that awfiil weight, He, going before us as 
our chief captain and representative, hath led 
the way through the dark gangways of death 
and the grave, being made a curse for us, 
though He was righteous,* being made sin for 
us, though He was no sinner,t and having died 
unto sin,J giving to the law its full due. He 
broke asunder the chains of our captivity, 
and rose victoriously out of the deep, as the 
First-born of the dead, as the first who set foot 
on the shore of the new world, to be followed 
by all his brethren, who, being regenerated 
through Him, are of His Spirit, His flesh and 
bones,§ and, as they lived and died with Him, 
so also must rise with Him, to take possession 
of the inheritance gained by His blood ! 

Thus it is that through the great love of 
Gbd wherewith He hath loved us, we have 
obtained a Mediator between Him and us, who, 
as He is really one with God by His divine 

» Gal. iii. 13. t 2 Cor. v. 21. % Rom. vi. 10. 

§ Eph. V. 30. 
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nature^ so also is one with ns through. His 
human nature. He is the wonderful link that 
connects our race with God, there being no 
other link between us, as it is written, "Ye 
are Christ's and Christ is God's."* Nor is 
there any other tribe or generation in the uni- 
verse which can point at a similar union with 
God. Between God and the highest angel 
there is an immeasurable distance; between 
God and man there is no longer any. In the 
Triune Godhead there is one person who, while 
He is God, is man also. 

Oh mystery of godliness ! Oh depth of the 
riches of grace ! We sink down in the dust 
and adore ! 

Viewing the "Man Christ Jesus" in this 
light, it is clear that, indispensable as His incar- 
nation was for our salvation. His resurrection 
was essential to it. His being bom of a woman 
would have been fruitless, without His birth 
from the grave. By the former He took part 
of our manhood, by the latter He carried that 
manhood across the gulf of death over into the 

♦ 1 Cor. iii. 23. 



A SAVIOUR OF MEN. 105 

land of eyerlasting life. By the former He 
took power to die for us on earth ; by the latter 
He took power to live for us as our Mediator in 
heaven. Without His resurrection our salvation 
would have been out of the question^ not only 
because that resurrection was an evidence of 
the truth and^trustworthiness of all that He had 
spoken and done whilst on earthy but also 
and paramountly because that resurrection was 
the very salvation itself of our human nature 
from the destruction into which it had fallen 
through sin. We cannot be human beings 
without being possessed of human bodies. 
That which constitutes our essence as God's 
oflEspring,* is our spirit; but that which con- 
stitutes our essence as men^ is our bodi/. '* God 
formed man out of the dust of the ground."! 
By death we cease to be men^ because we cease 
to have a human body. We may be spirits, 
ghosts, phantoms, but we have ceased to be 
men. Now, if it was the object of God's love 
in Christ to save men, it was necessary not only 
that our spirits should be purified and renewed, 

♦ Acts xrii. 28. t G^td^* ^' 1 • 
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but also that our bodies should be restored to us. 
From very strong expressions in the gospel it 
appears that^ without this restoration of our 
bodies, our salvation would have been incom- 
plete. A human spirit which lacks its body is 
not what it ought to be ; it is not just ; it has a 
fault ; it is naked ; * it cannot appear before God. 
To be perfectly faidtless it must have its body; 
for it was with a body that God clothed it when 
He created man. Therefore Scripture saith 
that Christ, who was delivered for our offences, 
was raised again for our justification^ He hath 
through His resurrection recovered for us that 
spotless garment, without which no human 
spirit can enter the heavenly court of the great 
and glorious King. Without His resurrection 
we should still ** be in our sins, and all who are 
fallen asleep in Christ would be lost,"+ because 
they would be compelled to remain in the realm 
of death. But, thanks be unto God, the fact 
that the Man Christ Jesus is at this moment 
sitting on the heavenly throne in the presence 
of God, has, for once and for ever, settled the 

* 2 Cot, v. 3. t Bom. iv. 26. % 1 Cor. xv. 17, 18. 
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question, whether it is possible for a human 
spirit, who has lost his body through sin and 
death, to hare that awfiil loss restored. Jesus 
\B a man, and He died ; but behold He liveth for 
eTermore. His resurrection is the guarantee 
of ours. Through faith in Him our spirits are 
already cleansed, yet we are still '^ groaning 
within ourselves," feeling that we are not yet 
perfectly saved. And no wonder ; for we are 
still carrying along with us our body of death. 
But w6 are waiting for our adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.* And this, we are 
certain, is secured through Him ^'who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His glorious body, according to the 
working whereby He is able even to subdue 
all things unto himself! " t 

Behold, then, what a perfect, all-accomplished 
Saviour Jesus is ! He does not merely carry 
us as far as the gate of heaven, but into the 
very innermost chamber of the Almighty's 
dwelling-place. He does not merely make us 
" doorkeepers in the house of God," but chil- 
• Bom. Tiii. 23. t P^. m. ^\. 
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dren and heirs to whom is said, ^' All things 
are yours/'* He does not merely cleanse our 
souls, to leave our bodies in the power of death ; 
neither does He merely cure our bodies to leave 
our spirits in the power of sin. No, He saves 
the entire man, body and soul and spirit. His 
is no half work. It is perfect in all its parts, 
both inward and outward. It may safely be 
inspected, whether by such a holy Judge as 
God, or by such a malicious critic as the 
devil. Not one spot or wrinkle will be found 
on the great day when " we shall appear with 
Him."f It will be recorded of all the angels 
what once was said of the people of Galilee, who 
witnessed His work, " They were beyond mea- 
sure astonished, saying. He hath done all 
things well."t 



Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, 
I myself would gracious be : 
And with words that help and heal 
Would Thy life in mine reveal ; 

♦ 1 Cor. iii. 21. t 1 Jolm iii. 2. t Mark vii. 37. 
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And witH actions bold and meek^ 
Would for Clirist my Saviour speak. 

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, 
I myself would truthful be ; 
And with wisdom, kind and clear, 
Let Thy life in mine appear ; 
And with actions brotherly 
Speak my Lord's sincerity. 

Tender Spirit, dweU with me, 
I myself would tender be ; 
Shut my heart up like a flower 
In temptation's darksome hour ; 
Open it when shines the sun 
And his love by fragrance own. 

Holy Spirit, dwell with me, 

I myself would holy be ; 

Separate from sin, I would 

Choose and cherish all things good ; 

And whatever I can be 

Give to Him who gave to me. 



VI. 



a ODtutiftett ibabtout. 



i 



Head, blood-besmeared and wounded, 

With grief and shame bent down ! 
Head, jestingly surrounded 

With plaited thorns for crown ! 
Head, in whose light reflected 

The angels erst did shine, 
Despised now and rejected, 

All hail ! Redeemer mine ! 

The burden, Lord, that lieth 

On Thy meek head is mine ; 
The ransom-price that buyeth 

The captive back is Thine. 
Oh, hither, Mediator, 

In mercy turn Thy face ! 
On me, Sin-expiator, 

Shed glances of Tliy grace ! 

Despise me not : beside Thee 

My watch-stance here 1*11 take, 
To look what may betide Thee, 

E*en till Thy heart shall break. 
And when Thy head is bending 

Beneath death's last alarms, 
A fond embrace extending, 

I'll fold Thee in my arms. 

With grateful heart and glowing 

I thank Thee, Friend divine. 
For love to sinners flowing 

From these death-pangs of Thine. 
Oh, make me constant ever, 

While here, to Thine and Thee ; 
And when I cross the river, 

Prepare a place for me ! 

When Death approaching calls me, 

Near, near me. Lord, abide ; 
And when the grave appals me, 

Stand, Saviour, by my side. 
When soul and body languish, 

And in the parting pine. 
May Thy vicarious anguish 

Take out the sting of mine. 

W.A. 



1 Cor. ii. 2. 
" Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 

^HTJS, then, the truth is shown, as I said at 
the opening of this little work, that Jesus 
has come to bring us joy. For it is a matter of 
joy " unspeakable and full of glory *' for a man 
lying under the verdict of death, and seeing 
nothing before him but destruction and cor- 
ruption, to behold the dark dismal night that 
covers his future life wholly dispelled, and to 
be enabled to look forward into all eternity 
without fear ; feeling himself totally acquitted, 
cleansed of all impurity, delivered from all 
misery, rising out of the grave as a new 
creature, yet in his own essential identity 
the same individual which he was before, but 
by his deepest life carried up to the highest 
imaginable pitch of spiritual and bodily deve- 
lopment; united with God as uo o^^x ^T^^^^iSfe 

1 
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in the universe is, possessed of a holiness, a 
love, a power, a wisdom, and a glory such as 
can only be the portion of beings who arc 
partakers of the divine nature. Oh ! what a 
prospect! If we only believed it without 
wavering with a faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, our hearts would in all the circumstances 
of life, though ever so trying, be like a ten- 
stringed instrument for ever sending forth 
melodies of praise, and thanks, and adoration. 
Yet Christianity is by many stigmatized as a 
" gloomy religion." It is complained of as 
being a religion of blood, and tears, and suf- 
fering. It is shunned as being a penitentiary 
system, which requires man to be sorrowful, 
anxious, and alarmed ; to mourn over his past 
aberrations, to think of such lugubrious things 
as death and the grave ; to be constantly under 
the melancholy impression of the fleetingness 
and frailty of all things present, and to be 
constantly in awe of future judgment. Its 
ensign is a blood- sprinkled cross. Its symbols 
are the emblems of a broken body and of shed 
Wood. Its heroes are martyrs who were cruci- 
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fied or devoured by wild beasts, or burnt to 
ashes, or buried alive. Placing man under the 
continuous impression of such dismal objects, 
it renders him incapable of enjoying the plea- 
sures of this world, unfits him for the occupa- 
tions of this life ; poor even in the midst of all 
riches, anxious even in the midst of the greatest 
prosperity, depressed even in the sight of the 
most enchanting prospects. It is, in a word, a 
religion which takes the spirit out of a man, 
cramps his energy, blasts all the flowers of his 
life's garden, and makes him walk like a dead 
one amongst the living. 

There is some truth in this, but much, too, 
which is untrue. It is true, inasmuch as it is a 
description of ow^ side of Christianity — of that 
side which is turned towards the mere looker- 
on standing outside of it, and who consequently 
does not know it except from a distance, from 
a few superficial glances and glimpses of its 
outward appearance. But the description is un- 
true, inasmuch as it leaves unnoticed the inside 
of the house of God, where there is nothing 
but peace and joy, power and glory, where 
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there is a Spirit dwelling whose all-changiDg 
and all-quickening power is so maFvellous as to 
make even those dismal and gloomy-looking 
things^ which scare away the uninitiated, so 
many sources of infinite delight and wonder, 
and of a strength which casts mountains into 
the sea and conquers the world. 

It is true that the centre of Christianity is a 
cross upon which hangs a bleeding Sayiour. 
It is true that this is a spectacle of pain and 
misery ; but it should be observed, at the out- 
set, that that which is painful and agonizing 
in it was not suffered by you or by me. Sup- 
pose Jesus had come to crown you with thorns 
and to hang you on a tree as a ciirse in the 
sight of God and His angels, then certainly 
you would have good reason to call His appear- 
ance amongst us a cause of sorrow and despair. 
But He did no such thing. He came to deliver 
up himself to that awful judgment; and for 
what purpose ? For no other than to secure 
your deliverance from it. He caused that cross, 
loaded with His bleeding body, to be planted 
on the top of a mountaiui in the midst of the 
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world, that there should be an undeniable 
aBsurance for you, and for me, and for all men 
— an assurance not merely in words, but in fact 
— ^that our blood shall not be required, that 
our bodies shall not be bruised, because His 
blood was shed and His body was bruised for 
ours. Tell me, is a blood that speaketh such 
things a messenger of sorrow and pain P Is it 
possible to imagine an object richer in joy and 
consolation to a sinner sentenced to death and 
threatened with everlasting pains, than the 
Lamb that hath borne his sins, that hath died 
his death, that hath received the stripes which 
ought to have come down upon him. 

But " Ah r* you say, " is it not a gloomy 
thing to have to learn that we ought to be 
hung, to be cursed, tortured, executed like 
malefactors P Is it not a melancholy religion 
that comes to tell us such things P" 

Well, it is humiliating and grievous, but do 
not taunt Jesus on account of it. It is all our 
fault. It was not He who brought about that 
dismal state of things. It had been established 
long before He came. Truly, He didTL^t ^qvsjl^ 
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to call it into existence, but to remove it out of 
the way. But of course He could not do the 
work that was required for its removal without 
telling us what it was being done for. Sup- 
pose you are imprisoned on account of an 
enormous debt, and a friend sacrifices all his 
property to deliver you from your confinement ; 
and suppose that friend comes to you to show 
you the quittance signed by your creditor; 
would you call that friend a gloomy messenger 
because he reminds you of your bankruptcy? 
If you did, surely you ought to exchange the 
prison for a lunatic asylum. 

It is quite natural that man should not wish 
to be reminded of his sins, so long as he does 
not know how to obtain deliverance from them. 
This is the reason why the law worketh wrath. 
By it is the knowledge of sin, but not of sal- 
vation. Such a reminding of sin is like cutting 
a man without curing him. No man who has 
a wound in his body can brook a person who 
constantly puts his finger into it merely for 
the purpose of making him painfully feel that 
he has a wound. But if an able surgeon comes 
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to thrast his scalpel into that wound, and, 
though the operation may be ten times more 
painful than the touch of the other man's 
finger, he is welcomed as a cause of joy, be- 
cause the pain brings the cure. A story is 
told of a nobleman who, through his extrava- 
gant and shameful conduct, had brought him- 
self to the necessity of leaving his country, 
that he might escape the hands of his creditors. 
In the place of his exUe he was fortunate 
enough to find the means to keep up a respect- 
able position. As he was a man of good parts, 
and of a liberal disposition, his house was fre- 
quented by many friends, but every one who 
was likely to make any allusions to his country, 
his family, or anything that reminded him of 
his shame, was carefully kept from his pre- 
sence. "What is the use of those people's 
talk?" he would say to a confidential friend. 
" It only gives me pain, and brings no solace." 
One day a stranger, who came direct from the 
nobleman's country, presented his card at the 
door. On noticing the name of the stranger's 
residence, the servant refused to take the card 
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up, Baying that his master could not see him. 
As, however, the visitor strongly insisted upon 
being announced, the man at length yielded, 
and took the card to his master, who was alone 
with a friend. • No sooner had the master 
looked at it, than he joyfully ordered his ser- 
vant to show the stranger up. " But is not 
that man your chief creditor?" asked his friend, 
in amazement. " If any one is likely to remind 
you of the past, surely he is." — " You are right,'' 
was the answer. But I know that he comes 
for no other purpose than to speak to me about 
my debts. I got a letter from him the other 
day telling me that he meant to call, to settle 
with me in an amicable way, so as to enable me 
to return to my country." 

A crucified Saviour tells us painful truths, 
but He does not tell them to us as the law 
does. By Him, too, is the knowledge of sin, 
but He imparts to us this knowledge simply 
that we should all the better know the certainty 
and the greatness of our salvation. He does 
not approach the brink of the pit in which we 
are lying merely to heap reproaches on us, 
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and to leave us hopeless in the deep. He de- 
scends to the bottom, and entreats us to lay 
hold upon Him, that He may carry us up to the 
surface. But in descending He cannot help 
showing us the depth of misery and shame into 
which we have sunk. He must do it. And the 
more so when, owing to the soporific influences 
of the spirit of self-deception, the bankrupt has 
forgotten the immense amount of his debts, or 
the convict the enormous nature of his crimes. 

But perhaps you say : '* The figures are not 
correct. Our condition is not so bad as to 
justify a comparison with a state of bankruptcy 
or with the hopeless misery of a culprit under 
the sentence of death. It is true we have our 
fisiults and defects, but God is too kind and too 
much a God of love to condemn them as capital 
crimes and to punish them with death.'' 

Ah, well, if that is your estimate of sin, then 
of course Jesus must appear to you a morose 
and gloomy messenger, and His painful death 
a quite unnecessary martyrdom. His cruci- 
fixion cannot be to you a cause of grateful joy ; 
it must be a stumbling-stone and a rock of 
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offence. It stands to reason that a religion 
which so decidedly declares that salvation can- 
not be obtained except by faith in Him who 
died as a curse between two thieves, must be a 
scandal and foolishness to those who look upon 
themselves as good and innocent people in the 
sight of God. Nor is it to be wondered at 
that such people, if for some reason or other 
they desire to be numbered among the followers 
of Jesus, try to show that He suffered and died 
for every noble purpose that may be imagined, 
except the one which God in His word assigns 
to His self-sacrifice — to atone for their sins and 
to die for their transgressions. Nay, the whole 
person and character of Jesus must appear to 
them in a light altogether different from that 
in which the gospel places Him. They may 
praise Him as a noble man, or revere Him as a 
prophet, but they cannot possibly adore Him 
as the Son of God. 

A parable is told of an Egyptian prince, who 
through his dissolute conduct had brought le- 
prosy upon himself. Now leprosy was counted as 
an exceedingly disgraceful disease by his fellow- 
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citizens^ so that he did everything in his power 
to keep his condition concealed. Still so much 
of the secret leaked out, that it was generally 
known that he was not quite in good health. 
The disease, too, was difficult of cure. In fact, 
there was only one man known who was able to 
cure it, but he lived far away in Bagdad, where 
he was the Kalif's private physician. The 
prince's secretary sent messengers with rich pre- 
sents to this physician, who returned with them 
to the residence of the patient. When it was 
known that this man had come all the way from 
such a remote place, and that he was the first 
physician of the greatest monarch in the world, 
people came to the conclusion that the prince 
must be subject to some very serious complaint, 
and that the complaint could be nothing short 
of leprosy. The leprosy being cured, and the 
physician having returned to his country, the 
prince left nothing untried to stop the report 
that was current about his disease. But when 
one day his eldest son asked him whether 
what was generally said and believed was true, 
he denied it most emphatically, assuring his 
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son, with an oath, that he had only been suffer- 
ing from a slight attack of fever. His son 
thereupon asked him, why he had caused the 
greatest physician in the world to travel all 
the way from Bagdad to prescribe for him. 
But he stubbornly denied that the man who 
had cured him was that great and famous 
physician. He assured his son that the person 
who had visited him was only one of the com- 
mon surgeons of the neighbourhood, since he 
had not even deemed it worth the trouble to 
send for one of the king's medical men. When 
this conversation of the prince with his son was 
reported, to the physician in Bagdad, he was 
greatly offended. " That worthless man," he 
said, "has shamelessly sacrificed my reputa- 
tion to his pride. But of course, since he was 
bent upon having his disease regarded as not 
disreputable, nothing was left to him but to 
lower my character to the level of common 
quacks and impostors.'' 

The denial of the sin-atoning character of 
our Lord's sufferings on the cross is always the 
effect of pride in the heart. That pride is by 
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nature common to all of us, even to those who^ 
in other respects, excel by their humility. It 
is prone to strike its deepest roots into the 
heart of men \frho, owing to the influence of a 
moral education, and to a felicitous develop- 
ment of the SBsthetic sense, not only have kept 
aloof from gross irregularities in their life, but 
also by the integrity of their moral character 
and the amiability of their conversation have 
risen to high place in the esteem of their fel- 
low-men. The constant respect that is paid to 
them, the distance that separates them from 
such members of society as have sunk to the 
lowest degree of immorality, and the im- 
pression which their own noble feelings and 
virtuous principles produced upon their mind, 
have a strong tendency towards exercising an 
fllusory influence upon their self-estimation. 
They think there is so much good dwelling in 
themselves, and they are so little conscious 
of any really bad motive harbouring in their 
bosom, that they can hardly believe that 
they are. such sinners in the sight of God as 
have deserved to be hung on a cross and be 



126 A CRUCIFIED SAVIOUR. 

destroyed by a painfiil and eyerlasting deatL 
Hence it is that the greatest opposition to tlie 
cross of Christ is often found on the part of 
men who are distinguished for the probity of 
their conduct, their beneficence, and their use- 
fulness. But their self-esteem is certainly an 
absurdity in the sight of God, who searcheti 
the heart and tries the reins, and is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil. To Him, that high 
estimation of self cannot be anything short of 
abominable conceit supported by deception, 
because man, dazzled by the splendour of his 
presumed virtues, neglects to pay due attention 
to evil symptoms, which, though apparently 
little, unmistakably show that, notwithstanding 
all the soundness of his appearance, a loathsome 
disease dwells in his heart. It is well known 
that to the perfect judge it is exactly those so-, 
called little defects which are most repugnant 
Mozart once removed a singer from a chorus 
who sang certain tones one-sixteenth of a tone 
too low. The man had a fine voice, and was 
remarkably skilled in singing at sight. There 
irere also many tones which he sang correctly. 
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Yet the great master could not endure him. 
*' K he sang half a tone or four tones too low," 
he said, " I should allow him to remain. He 
might be brought round. But when a man 
who in other respects sings so well, and who 
has acquainted himself so closely with the prin- 
ciples and rules of music, is able to sing a tone 
one-sixteenth below pitch, without shuddering 
— ^that man's case is hopeless." Still that man 
thought he was the best singer in the band, and 
caUed the eminent composer an ignorant and 
prejudiced man. It is also well known that a 
manager of a bank will never put his signa- 
ture to the book-keeper's account if the balance 
is wrong even to the extent of a pound ; not 
indeed altogether for the pound's sake, but 
because it invalidates the whole account. 

God is a perfect judge. He is a Holy God. 
We may be of opinion that our sins are only 
slight " slips " which may be easily connived 
at ; but we are mistaken if we suppose that our 
opinion is God's. Without entering into much 
discussion with us about this matter. He simply 
places the cross of Christ before us, and says^ 



128 A CRUCIFIED SAVIOUR. 

" This tells you how I look upon sin. This 
tells you what a sinner has to expect if I am 
to deal with him according to what I think of 
him/' 

Let us not argue with God, for it is a hard 
thing to gird up our loins like a man against 
Him, and to answer when He demands of us. 
Once an amiable young man of high standing 
in society said, laying his hand upon his heart) 
to Jesus: "All these things have I observed 
from my youth." Yet none of these things 
could make him inherit eternal life. He was 
lost in spite of all of them. There was but one 
means for him to escape from eternal death— 
" to take up the cross and to follow Him who 
was to be crucified."* 

The antagonists of gospel truth have often 
teviled the word of the cross as a "blood- 
theology," which represents God as a "blood- 
thirsty tyrant." Nothing can be more unjust 
and slanderous than this ignominious assertion. 
It would have some appearance of truth if 
Christ had come into this world to shed ^wr 
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blood. But how such a criticism can be passed 
by intelligent men upon a doctrine which 
teaches that Christ came to shed His own blood 
lest ours should be shed^ it is impossible to 
understand. Certainly if Jesus were only a 
common man^ and if the gospel taught us that 
God had caused that '^ amiable and innocent 
Nazarene '* to be executed in the room of the 
guilty, it would be impossible to see how such 
a substitution could be brought to harmonize 
with what Scripture teaches us of the justice of 
Him from whom it is far to slay the righteous 
with the wicked,* and farther still to slay the 
righteous and to let the wicked go impunished. 
But is there any injustice in a Shepherd's lay- 
ing down his life to sa\re His sheep P Or is there 
any injustice done when the Creator comes 
down amongst His lost creatures, assumes their 
flesh and blood, and allows that blood to flow 
for their redemption? If we build a monu- 
ment upon the grave of a king, who, at the 
head of his army, sacrificed his life as the 
saviour of his country, shall we blame the King 

♦ Gen. xTiii. 26. 
K 
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• 

of kings because He gave his life for the salva- 
tion of a world which He has made and loves 
as the work of His own hands P It is true, 
objection has been made, that, according to the 
teaching of Christendom, God appears as a cruel 
monarch, who cannot be prevailed upon to 
pardon the transgressors unless blood be shed, 
as it is written, *' Without shedding of blood 
is no remission."* And certainly that demaud 
for blood would be cruelty, if it proceeded from 
a pleasure in seeing blood shed, and from a 
delight in witnessing the tortures of condemned 
wretches. But the very opposite of this is 
manifested by the crucifixion of God's Son. 
Could He with any possibility give a stronger 
evidence that He had no pleasure in our pains, 
and no delight in our death, than He gave 
when He took our pains and death upon him- 
self ? Or have we to suppose what some slander- 
ously say the Church teaches, viz., that the Son 
of God shed His blood to satisfy the revenge- 
fulness of His Father ? As if with the Father 
there were nothing but wrath and justice, with 

♦ Heb. ix. 22. 
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the Son, on the contrary, nothing but love and 
mercy ! Truly, if there is one misrepresenta- 
tion of the mutual relationship of the Father 
and the Son, which Scripture abhors, it is this. 
It tells us that the Father so loved the world, 
that He gave his Son. It speaks of the Son as 
the costliest treasure of God's loving heart, 
which He, however, from commiseration for 
us, spared not.* It was the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit who imited in the resolution of 
grace that the Son, one of them, should go 
down to the rescue of our race, and thus 
manifest both the justice and the love of the 
Triune God. He was to shed His precious 
blood, because the shedding of blood was de- 
manded, not by the Father merely, but by the 
Father and the Son and the Spirit alike. It 
was demanded by them, not because there is a 
cruel, bloodthirsty spirit in them — for who 
is thirsty after his oicn blood ?*-but because, 
according to the eternal principles of justice, 
it was impossible that a race of flesh and blood 
that had fallen into sin, could be saved without 

* Rom. viii. 32. 
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its blood being shed. It was impossible — ^fi 
there are things that are impossible even to a 
Almighty God. The very fact that God r( 
solved to oflfer that beloved Son places it beyon 
doubt^ that it mmt have been impossible 1 
save man without the shedding of blood ; fi 
even a human father will not allow his son 1 
risk his life, if he sees a chance of reaching h 
object in another way. There was no altemi 
tive left, save either our eternal death, or tl 
temporal death of God's only Son. And G( 
chose the latter ! 

What, then, is man, that in the sight of su( 
a self-denying love, he can speak of cruelt 
tyranny, bloodthirstiness ? — he who, since tl 
days of Cain, allowed no day to pass on whi( 
he did not brandish his sword, reeking wi 
his brother's blood, on which he did not boae 
fully cry, " I have slain a man to my woun 
ing, and a young man to my hurt!" Bo 
God and we have united in shedding the blo< 
of Christ, but if there was bloodthirsty cruel 
in the act — ^and assuredly there was !— on whi 
side did it lie P 



A CRUCIFIED SAVIOUR. 133 

God, my God, who once on earth 

Didst dwell in human frame, 
And thus uncover hidden truths, 

Truths evermore the same ; 

Thine heart is an imchanging heart, 

'Tis full of tender love ; 
A love that does not seek its own, 

Though glorified above. 

We saw Thee here o'er sinners weep, 
We heard the sigh Thou heaved ; 

Thy body is not wounded now. 
But still Thy Spirit's grieved. 

Thy Spirit is around me. Lord, 

In Thee I live and move ; 
Thou feelest now the wound of sin. 

For Thou dost sinners love. 

may I never grieve my Lord, 

My Lord who loves so well ; 
May fear of grieving Thee be more 

Than fear of flaming hell. 

B.W- 



VII. 



* (Sea l^mo/' 



Behold the Man ! O what a tragic doom 
Was that which smote the King Divine of Love I 

O what a recompense of pangs and gloom 
To Him who came with treasures from above I 

Behold the Man ! For foulest human crime 
The sharp thorns pitiless torment His brow : 

Yet is His glance sweet, calm, serene, sublime, 
As if the rose, the laurel, decked Him now. 

Behold the Man ! How high and beautiful 
Are His desire and thought ! In good alone 

Is His reward ; for God's most righteous rule. 
For our true bliss, is the Redeemer's mo§n. 

Up to the peaks of everlasting light, 
Up to himself, dear Jesus would us raise ! 

The cross's awful path for Christ is bright. 

For round His steps Redemption's triumphs blaze. 

Behold the Man ! learn from Christ, my soul. 
To yearn with grander than an earthly aim, 

To seek through trials grim. Truth's godlike goal. 
To battle valiant in the Saviour's name. 

In Jesus trust, believe ; Him follow bold ; 

To heaven, patient, hopeful, earnest, gaze : 
On Sorrow's thorns shall blossom flowers untold ; 

The night shall herald Joy's eternal days ! 



JoHK xix. t5. 
" Behold the Man ! " 



s- 



[AD as is the aspect of a crucified Saviour, yet 
it is a cause of joy to those who believe in 
Him. For it w a great blessing to be unde- 
ceived, when walking on the way to destruction 
under the belief that it is a way of happiness. 
The disclosure may be painful at the first mo- 
ment, inasmuch as it causes all the castles which 
we have built in the air to shrink in pieces, 
but soon we thank the faithful friend, who, by 
his timely instruction, prevented our ruin, and 
put us on the right path. 

We are born of Adam, and we grow up in 
the strength and spirit of Adam ; and when we 
have reached the age of discrimination, we 
look with wonder and delight at the life of the 
world round about us. It is the life of the 
Adamic race of which we are members. It 
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has its own treasures and pleasures, its beauties 
and comforts, and we think that here is heaven. 
To live this life is to live indeed I To be man, 
and to strive after all that man can realise, is 
true happiness ! So we throw ourselves body 
and soul into the stream of that life, which, 
we have no doubt, will carry us on,* pure and un- 
disturbed, to the golden coasts of the land of joy. 

But one day — ^as it may happen to many a 
one of us — some invisible hand touches our 
shoulder ; our eyes are directed on the cross 
of Christ, and a voice whispers: Ecce homo I 
That is man ! 

We start back. We see a man crowned with 
thorns, nailed on a tree, covered with blood, 
broken down in the agonies of death. "He 
hath no form nor comeliness. There is no 
beauty that we should desire Him." 

"Such is man in the sight of God," the 
gospel whispers : " and such shame and de- 
struction will be the lot of every man, if he is 
possessed of nothing more than he got from 
Adam." 

Such language highly offends us. It almost 
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sounds like blasphemy to our ears. For how 
much, we think, is there dwelling in man, 
and issuing from man, that is entitled to re- 
ward, to praise and admiration ! Look at the 
heroes of our race, who, in all ages, and among 
yarious peoples, have astounded the world by 
their moral grandeur and their valiant exploits, 
or by their genius in art and science. Look at 
man's progress in civilisation, in the practice of 
the social virtues, in the development of reli- 
gious feeling, and of the sense of the good, the 
noble, the beautiful. Is all that to be re- 
warded by a cross, and to finish in shame and 
destruction P 

I am far from denying that all this is useful, 
admirable, and praiseworthy according to the 
standard of our human judgment. But I must 
draw attention to the fact, that neither what 
we call moral perfection, nor heroism, nor de- 
velopment in art and science, are adequate to 
accomplish two things, which are absolutely 
necessary to render man capable of standing 
before God. These two things are, the taking 
away of sin, and the quickemng of tha deai. 
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In other words, they cannot restore man as a 
clean spirit in a pure immortal body. There 
is no power in the Adamic life, though carried 
to its highest possible development here below, 
which can bring about that change. Man can 
sin, but he cannot blot out transgression. 
Man can kill, but he cannot make alive. With 
all his so-called moral excellence he is and re- 
mains a sinner. With all his so-called master- 
ship over matter, he is and remains a child of 
death. These are the sad but undeniable truths 
which the thorn-crowned man on the cross pro- 
claimed to all the world. " Be not deceived "— 
thus it sounds from the top of Calvary — "Be 
not deceived by the grace of the fashion of this 
world, for whatever man by his genius and 
skill may improve, correct, or beautify, sin 
and death continue unchanged. In the eyes 
of the world man may appear like an angel, 
even like a god. But if you desire to know 
what he is in the eyes of God, look at the 
cross. 

This seems disheartening language. "Is 
there then no value in the purely human ? " we 
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would ask. ''Are human yirtues, moral im- 
provementSy progress in ciyilisation, in art, and 
in science^ utterly worthless ? Have we to 
look upon these things as 'shining sinsP' 
Have we to leave them alone, to abstain from 
them as charming but poisonous fruits P '' 

No, we have not. For as little as the culti- 
vation of the purely human can take away sin 
and quicken the dead, so little can its neglect. 
Suppose a man who was suffering from a fatal 
disease took to painting, under the supposition 
that it would contribute to his cure, would you 
not be correct in telling him that this practice, 
beautiful as it was in other respects, was utterly 
unavailable for his purpose ? But suppose that 
this invalid at once gave up the further pur- 
suit of that art, expecting that ihat would help 
him. Would you confirm him in that expec- 
tation. 

There have at all times been men who thought 
that to renounce the human was to secure sal- 
vation. They withdrew from human society. 
They took up their abodes in deserts, or im- 
mured themselves in monasteries and convents. 
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They lived on the tops of pillars^ or within the 
narrow limit of a barreL They gave away 
all their property and reduced themselves to 
paapers. They burnt whole libraries which 
contained the costliest treasures of literature; 
and some of them being excellent musiciaiiB, 
they destroyed their instruments. Some, 
again^ being eminent artists, destroyed the pro* 
ductions of their own skill. They did all this 
on the supposition that the farther they with- 
drew from the human, the nearer they drew 
to God. 

Nothing has brought the falseness of this 
theory more clearly to light than the incarna- 
tion of God's Son. If the human were abso- 
lutely incompatible with the divine, God could 
never have become man. In His days there 
was manifestation of human virtue as well as 
of human vice. He praised the former, and 
condemned the latter. He recommended the 
example of the good Samaritan, and warned 
men against the unmercifulness of the Priest 
and the Levite. In His days there was social 
civilisation, there was cultivation of art and 
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fici'ence, there was architecture^ music, sculp- 
ture, painting, and literature. He never spoke 
against these things. Not one instance is re- 
corded, from which it appears that any of these 
accomplishments of human culture came into 
collision with His work, or called forth an un- 
favourable remark from Him. He was in the 
midst of us eating and drinking the food which 
human skill had prepared ; He was dressed in the 
garment which the human industry had made, 
and enjoyed the benefits, privileges, and com- 
forts which civilised society of His time afibrded. 
He went into well-built houses, crossed the sea 
in ships, sat down at meals with Simon the dis- 
tinguished Pharisee, or with Zaccheus the rich 
publican. Human art, human skill, human 
genius, met Him at every step on His way 
through life. He never scouted them. He 
testified His approval of them by the very fact 
that He made use of their product. " Is not 
this the carpenter ? " His countrymen asked, 
when He appeared amongst them. He pro- 
bably was a skilled labourer himself, and Naza- 
reth could perhaps show many a piece of 
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furniture and many a house that testified to 
His skill as an artisan. 

Indeed all that could be said in fayour of 
the human was known to Him. Nay, He had 
sanctioned the human by His very incarnation. 
Yet all He could say of man was, that he was 
lost ; that, with all his human excellencies, lie 
was leprous in the sight of God. He did not deny 
that we knew how to give good gifts, but with 
all that He declared us to be eviL* The human 
may fill the world with marvels, but it cannot 
save. " What is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul P " He 
cried. There was nothing in the world that 
could prevent that loss. It was from another 
world that the needed salvation was to come 
down. It came embodied in Him, who was 
not from below, but from above. He was in 
this world, but He found nothing in it that He 
could use for His purpose. He was a man, but 
He found nothing in the human that could 
support Him in his great work. It broke 
down in Him under the weight of God's curse. 

• Matt. vii. 11. 



It 



ECCE HOMO ! " 145 



It died in Him upon the cross, and had He been 
possessed of nothing more that the human, 
He would certainly have been lost with it. 
It is true, it rose up again on the third day, 
but through jEBs power, not by its own. On 
yonder side of the grave He showed what man 
becomes through Him. On ihi^ side He showed 
what man becomes if left to himself — if left to 
the consequences of his own work. Then he 
becomes a bleeding corpse — a curse — an abomi- 
nation in the sight of God and His angels. 
That is man ! 

How is it that, the human in itself not being 
evil, man is yet lost ? 

Because man has connected himself with that 
which is an^i-human. Sin is not human. It 
was not found in man as he came forth from 
the hand of his Maker. Sin is devilish. It 
gets into man from without, like a poison. It 
has permeated his whole being, his soul, his 
body, his thoughts, his appetites, and his pas- 
sions. It pervades his humanity, as an ob- 
noxious liquor may pervade wholesome food; 
it suffuses his moral nature, as foul air may 
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suffuse the atmosphere. But it never becomes 
human, nor does it become moral. It is m^ 
human and a;^^i-moral ; and the closer it is con- 
nected with the human and the moral, the 
more destructive does it show itself to humanity 
and to morality. It is a thoroughly hetero- 
geneous element in man which cannot but de- 
humanise him, and must end in the total 
decomposition and destruction of his nature. 
Often its pestiferous virulence breaks througl 
the surface — and the unhappy wretch dies on 
the scaffold or in the hospital. But often too 
it leaves the outward shell untouched, nay, 
through its feverish excitement, it often 
heightens the outward brilliancy, while it in- 
wardly eats away all the strength and sub- 
stance, and makes the soul secretly shake 
and tremble at the very moment when fame 
sounds the trumpet and admiration builds its 
monuments. 

It is that anti-human element, that godless 
principle called sin, which was condemned by 
the crucifixion of Christ.* It was not the 

• Bom. yiii. 3. 
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kmnan which He came to destroy, but the sin 
^Uch had lodged itself in the human. But 
sin, as it was once through the power of 
the devil forced into the human, so through 
the power of God it may be forced out again. 
It was possible to separate it from the human, 
■without the human being destroyed. To eflFect 
this wonderful process, the God-Man gave him- 
self up to death. In Him the human was 
first connected with the divine ; and so its in- 
destructibility was secured. Then it was made 
sin — ^loaded with the sins of the world and put* 
into the crucible of death, into the furnace of 
wrath. ?rhere sin died oflF, but the human was 
kept safe. "In that He died," the Apostle 
Bays, "He died xmto sin once: but in that 
He Uveth, He liveth unto God."* And another 
scripture says, " He was once oflfered to hear the 
^n% of many; and imto them that look for 
Him shall He appear the second time, without 
««n, unto salvation."! Thus He became the 
^ond Adam, the Father and root of a per- 
fectly cleansed and sinless humanity. 
• Eom. vi. 10. t Heb. ijl. *2&. 
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Through faith in Him we become His kin- 
dred, as, through His incarnation, He became 
ours. This is what Scripture calls Regenera- 
tion. Through faith in Him, tmder the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God, we drop the sinful 
humanity of Adam and assume the sinless 
humanity of Christ. We continue men^ but, 
cut off from the old corrupted root, we are 
transplanted, engrafted into the fresh root, 
the root of the pure and ever-living humanity. 
So, looking up through faith unto the Crucified 
"One, we die with Him, not unto humanity, but 
unto sin. And, looking up to the Risen One, 
we live as saved and quickened men, •not unto 
sin, but unto God. " Likewise," the Apostle 
says, *' reckon ye also youirselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God throngh 
Jesus Christ our Lord. For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of His death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection."* 

Dead, not unto the human, but unto the 
ninful that defiles and spoils the human. The 
old well-known adage, " I am a man, and I 
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i^ion nothing human alien to me "* is per- 
fectly becoming on the lips of those who 
through faith draw their life from Christ. 
Bat to love the human as if it were the best, 
to admire the human as if it were the highest, 
and to rely upon the human as if it were the 
strongest, is impossible to us if the root upon 
which we live is not the " first Adam who was 
made a living soul," but the *' last Adam, who 
was made a quickening Spirit." For in this 
the sinfulness of sin is shown, that it tries to 
raise man above God, to place him in the room 
of God, and thus uses the human as a weapon 
to carry on the devil's warfare against God. 
The true character of sin is not to employ the 
human as a means for a higher object — ^the 
glory of God ; but to establish the human as 
an object in itself, nay, as the object of life, 
beyond which there is no higher, and to which 
all other things must be subservient, even 
religion itself with all its glory and majesty, as 
though man were not created to glorify God, 
but God existed for the purpose of making man 

* ** Homo sum ; et hnmani nihil a me aliemim. puto.*' 
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happy and great. It was to expose the utter 
perverseness and abominableness of this system 
that GFod caused the human to break down in 
shame and misery on the cross^ that it should 
be known to every creature in heaven, and 
earth, and hell, what becomes even of such a 
being as man, who was created in His own 
image and likeness, if he disconnects himself 
from GFod in order to connect himself with 
sin. At the same time He caused the human, 
through the resurrection of the GFod-Man, to rise 
in perfect beatitude, that it should be known 
that only in reunion with God is there true 
life and perfect happiness for every creature, 
even although that creature should have sunk 
to the bottom of the pit of destruction. 

This is the great teaching of the cross of 
Christ. It is understood by all who "are 
crucified with Christ and nevertheless live." 
They live " in the flesh," in the human, but the 
life which they live in the human is not the life 
of sin, but the life of Christ, " who loved them 
and gave himself for them."* To them the 

• GaL ii. 20. 



''ECCEHOMOr 151 

sinM-human is dead and buried. The human 
in which they live is the Christ-human, the 
homaxiily of the risen man of GFod. 

The characteristic of sin is to make the 
means the end; to wrench the centre out of 
its place, and to force that which should be at 
the circumference into its room. There is no 
sin in eating and drinking, if we eat and drink 
for ihe purpose of living ; but, if we live for 
the purpose of eating and drinking, sin mani- 
fests itself. The human, regarded in union 
with God, is a wonderful complex of the most 
admirable and sublime faculties ; it is a mirror 
of the divine. There is nothing sinful in' 
architecture ; GFod himself is the most eminent 
builder.* There is no sin in sculpture,, in 
painting, in music ; God himself is the most 
accomplished artist. The whole creation is the 
expression of His thoughts in material forms ; 
it is a picture, bright with the beauties of His 
painting ; it is a concert-hall, resounding with 
the anthems and choruses which He hath to sing, 
and other harmonies. It is the man, and not 

♦ Heb. xi. 10. 
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the brate, who has leceiyed talents to imitate 
Gh)d in these manifestations of His genius, power, 
and majesty, and, by exercising these talents, lie 
displays the glory of that God who has created 
him with such talents. It is not so much the 
productions of His skill in themselves which 
glorify Ood, as the yery fact of His being able 
to produce them. If a flower glorifies God 
simply by displaying the beauties of its form 
and colour, much more is God glorified by a 
creature who can cultivate a flower, or paint 
a flower, or carve a flower out of unshapen 
stone. If God is glorified by a nightingale 
warbling its carol in the foliage, much more \& 
He glorified by man who is able to compose a 
symphony and to construct the instruments 
from which it bursts forth in streams of concord. 
To forbid a man who has received a talent forany 
human art to exercise it on the false supposition 
of its not being spiritual and divine, is to sup- 
press a lovely feature in the likeness of God, 
and to rob God of the glory which would have 
accrued to Him from its true development. 
Nor should we suppose that we can make the 
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m spiritual and divine by tying it to 
religious in the same way as we put a 
\ to a carriage. A man may glorify God 
ly by painting a tree, and he may honoxir 
levil by painting an Ecce Homo. A man 

glori% God by playing a sonata of 
hoven, and he may give full scope to the 
T of sin by the singing of a psalm. The 
1 is not in the thing, but in the spirit 
produces it, that makes the thing itself 
Snal object of its life, that is bent upon 
ing but to glorify and to beautify itself by 
production of the thing, no matter what 

thing may be. Even the most divine 
js may be made by sin to serve the devil's 
ose, and so may the human. When the 
jtle enjoins us to ** think on whatsoever 
js are true, honest, just, pure, and lovely,"* 
enforces no other virtues but what lie 
in the sphere of the human. When man 
ks of them in the Holy Spirit, to the 
jT of God, he uses the human as a means of 
essing and manifesting the divine. When, 

* Phil. iv. 8. . 
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on the contrary, he thinks on them as only 
subservient to the glory of himself, he degrades 
the human as a manifestation of the devilisli ; 
for, strange as it may seem, yet it is a fact that 
even the true, the honest, the just, the pure, 
and the lovely, may be called fortJb^ and used 
with an untrue, an unjust, an impiure, and 
odious design. 

And thus, also, that which is generally 
called "moral integrity" is often degraded 
into a means for furthering the purpose of sin. 
Morality is the noblest in the human. Still, 
sin knows how to reduce that nobly human 
to the level of the evil, by disconnecting it 
from the divine, by isolating it in a sphere of 
its own, wholly apart from God. It may be 
defined as the system of carrying on the good 
without God. It is worse than immorality, or, 
I should rather say, it is the most serious form 
of immorality, because it pursues the moral 
for an immoral purpose. It tries to establish 
the independence of man, and to glorify the 
human through the development of the moral 
powers, and the refinement of the moral sense. 
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It teaclies man to be* virtuous, chaste^ and tem- 
peratOy to be honest, and magnanimous, from 
jelf-love, from self-esteem, but not from love of 
Grod. It stimulates man by self-admiration, 
^hicb necessarily ends in self-worship. It 
proclaims the existence of a second good prin- 
siple, independently of and co-equal with God. 
[t tries to set up a kingdom of the good next to 
ihe kingdom of God, of which man is to be the 
king, who, in this capacity, may deal with God 
is one king deals with another, claiming mutual 
respect and courtesy. In this system the evil 
appears under the name of a lesser good. 
The striving after purity atones for all im- 
purity; man has to ask forgiveness of nobody 
^ve of himself, because he is the highest 
judge in his own empire, and has to consult no 
)ther law than that of his own conscience, there 
jeing no lawgiver beside himself. This sys- 
;em of developing and perfecting the human, 
charming as it is in the eyes of man, is the 
nost hateful in the sight of God, because it 
jarries the principle of an independent sove- 
•eignty (which is the diabolic principle) to the 
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ntmofit pomt; of riyalrj, ani aims at making 
conqoests at t^ie cost of Grod's dominion^ throogli 
the TiiiHEhm of weapons taken from liis own 
sraffioalL It ^& tfiie atrong fortress of pride, the 
kotbed of aeMl^eeeptiQii, the luirsay of hypo- 
crisjr, and tlie grare of all true loTe^ deYotion, 
and worship. 

It is humanity in ccmnection with, and as 
tbe manifestation o^ this Crod-attacking and 
man-worshipping spirit^ which was condemned 
and publicly executed in ffim who, cro¥med 
with thorns and covered with shame, was pre- 
sented to the world, when were heard these 
awful words, Eqcc Homo ! To acknowledge the 
justness of that verdict with all our heart is to 
take the first step on the way of salvation; 
for, to acknowledge that man, with all his 
human excellencies, is hopelessly lost through 
sin — to acknowledge that the human, apart 
from Christ, even in its highest development, 
is earthly, carnal, devilish — is to die unto that 
which cannot save but destroy, and to grasp 
Him who alone is mighty to carry us through 
death even unto life. The thorn-crowned 
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1 tears away the yeil of self-deception from 
eyes of humanity, and shows man what he 
ly is. The honest one does not struggle to 
djust the veil before his eyes, but looks into 
truth as it is now placed before him, 
fces his breast, and justifies God. Both the 
)ectable man and the publican, the virtuous 
Qan and the harlot, meet here ; they take 
[r places side by side at the foot of the 
58. " All our righteousness," they cry, " is 
filthy rags ; all our boasting is only in 
n who died for us ; all our hope stands only 
>n Him who rose for us again in newness of 
.'* Thus, through faith in Him, we pass 
u sin into righteousness, from death into 
We formerly deemed ourselves good, 
)le, and refined ; we have now learnt to hate 
t selfish goodness, that proud nobility, that 
'-complacent refinement, and to love the 
)d, the noble, and the beautiful as Jesus loves 
m, rejoicing in God, thanking Him, and 
rifying Him. We have been revealed unto 
•selves in our true form and character as 
ning even in the good, as worshipping our- 
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selves even in the generous, as serving tie 
devil even in the religious, as giving a savour of 
man even to things that are divine, as striving 
after the carnal even in the tasteful and sub- 
lime. Gur eyes have been opened to discover 
that evil power of perdition which dwells in 
our flesh, and tries to intrude into everything 
we think, and desire, and speak, and do. We 
have learnt to take fright at it, and to hate it, 
and to fight against it ; so that instead of it the 
life and spirit of Christ may be diflfused all 
through our being, and the human which is in 
us may be the manifestation of the love and 
power of Christ, inspiring and prompting us to 
everything that is good, and true, and noble, 
and divine, not that we should be glorified, but 
only He who, through His blood, saved us from 
the hopeless ruin of manhood. 

Thus Jesus is the Saviour of our soul. He 
brings about a complete separation of our soul 
from sin. For this is true salvation, not only 
that we are delivered from the sequel of sin, but 
from the love of sin, of the taste for it. Until 
that change has taken place in a man's soul he is 
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isavedy even though he should be transported 
the very heaven of heavens. The question, 
w to save man P was synonymous with^ how 
make man hate sin, and love God better 
an himself P This great problem Jesus has 
ved. " Now being made free from sin, and 
come servants to God," the Apostle says, 
re have your fruit unto holiness." And 
other Apostle adds, "Whom having not 
m, ye love ; in ^hom, though now ye see 
Im not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
speakable and full of glory : receiving the 
d of your faith, even the salvation of your 
lis."* 



Sing, my tongue, of glorious warfare. 
Sing the last, the dread afifray ! 

O'er the cross, high victory's token, 
Sound the glad triumphant lay. 

How the sacrifice enduring 

Earth's Redeemer won the day. 

♦ Rom. yi. 22; 1 Peter i. 8, 9. 
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He with oar first &ther moiinimg 
For his crime and broken fedth. 

Who of that in findt partaking 
In a moment died the death, — 

Marked e*cn. then a tree to ransom 
An the first tree's woe and scathe. 

Such the wo^ for our salyation 
In its order fixed and due ; 

Art, the traitor's art to bafiBe, 
And his wiles of changefid hue ; 

Thence to draw the balm and healing 
Whence the foe the poison drew. 

Wherefore, in his season's fitness, 
When the sacred years were spent, 

Came the Son, the world's Creator, 
From the Father's palace sent, 

From the virgin's womb proceeding, 
Flesh most pure and innocent. 

Hear his cries, an Infant hidden 
Where the narrow manger stands ; 
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>ee the Mother Maid his members 
Wrapping in rude lowly bands : 

•ee the cradle garments swathing 
God's own feeble feet and hands ! 

Tow, the thirty years accomplish'd 
(All the time to flesh assigned), 

rith good- will, for therefore came He, 
To His agony resigned ; 

>n the cross our Lamb is lifted. 
There the sacrifice they bind. 

^all and vinegar and spittle, 
Beed and nails and lance, and lo ! 

row the tender form is pierced, 
Now the Blood and Water flow I 

arth, and stars, and sky, and ocean 
Will that cleansing river know. 

aithful Cross ! above all other. 

One and only noble Tree ! 
one in foliage, none in blossom 

None in fruit thy peer may be. 
weetest wood, and sweetest iron. 

Sweetest weight is hung on thee ! 

11 
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To the Trinity be glory 
Everlasting, as is meet, 

Equal to the Father, equal 
To the Son and Paraclete ; 

Trinal unity, whose praises 
.411 created things repeat. 

K. 
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Thb head that once was crowned with thorns 

Is crowned with glory now ; 
A royal diadem adorns 

The mighty Victor's hrow. 

The highest place that heaven a£fords 

Is His, is His hy right ; 
The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 

And heaven's eternal Light. 

The joy of all who dwell above, 

The joy of all below, 
To whom He manifests His love. 

And grants His name to know. 

To them the Cross, with all its shame. 

With all its grace, is given ; 
Their name an everlasting name, 

Their joy the joy of heaven. 

They suffer with their Lord below, 

They reign with Him above. 
Their profit and their joy to know 

The mystery of His love. 

T. K. 



Rom. viii. 24. 
" We are saved by hope." 

Tl/ITH reference to the salvation of God's 
children Scripture seems, at the first 
look, to contradict itself. Sometimes it re- 
presents our salvation as a fact which has taken 
place. " By grace," it says, " are ye saved ;* 
according to His mercy He saved us/'t And 
sometimes, again, it speaks of our salvation as 
a future event. " Now," it says, " is our salva- 
tion nearer than when we believed," i.e, than 
when we became believers ; j: and it represents 
the believers as persons '^ who shall be heirs of 
8alvation."§ 

This contradiction is merely apparent. The 
fact is, salvation is not merely one event, but a 
succession of events^ a regular process which, 

♦ Eph. ii. 8. t Titus iii. 5. t Rom. xiii. 11. 

§ Heb, i. U. 
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like eyerytliiiig that takes place in time, 
its own history and development. It has a 
beginning, it has a time of growing, and it has 
its moment of maturity. So to the believer 
who finds himself in the middle of that pro- 
cess, there is a past as well as a fatore, a 
fdture as well as a past, with reference to his 
salvation. As long as we are here on earth, 
we are in the act of being saved ; indeed, we are 
engaged in " working out our own salvation."* 
Our salvation is a work which God " worketh 
in us," and which we " work out with God ;" 
but that work has to go through many stages 
before it can be finished. Much, however, ts 
already done. With reference to this portion 
we are saved. Much is to be done still, and not 
imtil it is accomplished sJuill we be saved. 

Hence Scripture, while gladdening us with 
the assurance that we are saved, at the same 
time, by grave exhortations, keeps us alive to 
the fact that only " he that shall endure to the 
end, shall be saved.^f It enjoins on us " to 
continue in the faith grounded and settled, 

* Phil. U. 12. -^ Matt. xxiv. 13. 
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not to be moved away from the hope of 
jospel."* It warns us " to give earnest 

to the things which we have heard^ lest 
ly time we should let them slip/'t These 
^e and kind counsels, indeed, of which 
re greatly in need during our pilgrimage 
e heavenly city. We ought to be thank- 
) the Holy Spirit for the faithfulness with 
h He keeps us in mind that we have not 
eached the end of our journey, and that 
>nsequently ought not to sit down in idle- 

or lie down to ^qq^, but to walk on 
fastly ; being awake to every emergency 
^ell armed against every enemy that may 
L us. For the world in which we live 
be compared to a vast desert, in which 
T one who remains in it will surely perish, 
way, however, to the land of happiness, 
to the city of glory, goes through this 
t. Now Jesus, who knows the way, takes 
lead, and all who believe in Him follow 
Him. They form, as it were, a caravan 
•avelling company, of which He is the 

♦ Col. i. 23. t Heb. ii. 1. 



himaelf in salvation ; he may rightly an 
folly call oat, " I am saved ! " for of a 
this carayan caniiot be lost. Still, h 
not be such a fool as to overlook the fa< 
the caravan is in progress ; that there are 
days' journeys still to come, on which \ 
dangers will be certain to threaten the 
pany. With reference to these future da 
too, he will be right if^he joyfully exclaii 
shall be saved ! '' for it is not possible tl 
gates of hell should prevail against Chri 
His Church. But the joyful traveller \ 
the same time, perceive that this future 
tion will only be possible if he journe 
with the caravan and does not linger, c 
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Oursalvatioii through Jesus begins with the 
redemption of our aouly and ends in the re- 
demption of our body. The moment we give 
ourselves up to Jesus our salvation has com- 
menced. This is an act of the soul through 
feith, under the influence of God's Word and 
Spirit. It is a great work, for it is a work of 
Gfod. Angels look at it with hallowed expecta- 
tion, and the moment the act takes place they 
rejoice. A sinner's salvation has begim ! It 
& like the moment when a man who is about 
o be drowned catches hold of the rope that is 
hrown out to him. The link between that 
perishing soul and the life-boat is fixed, 
ilany a painful hour may have to elapse still, 
nd many a danger may have to be encountered 
»efore he will find himself comfortably seated 
Q the happy circle of his family ; but all that 
rill be met in due time, now that the beginning 
3 made. The great act, before which nothing 
Ise could be done, has taken place. He is put 
a connection with the only power that can 
•ossibly save him. 
It is a great and an astounding work viewed 
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from God's side. Nothing short of an incarna- 
tion of His Son, of a crucifixion of the Lamb of 
God, of a resurrection from the dead, was re- 
quired to render salvation accessible to man. 
What powers of heaven, earth, and hell had to 
be moved before man could say, " My eyes have 
seen Thy salvation ! " On man's side, on the 
contrary, the work seems quite simple. The 
message is brought to him that Jesus the Son 
of God hath come to save him. He believes it, 
and he is saved. Nothing can be more simple 
than this. A little child can go through with it. 
Thus, when in a furious tempest people on 
shore notice a ship in distress, a great work is 
at once set agoing. In the dead of night, 
amidst the roaring storm, a noble band of the 
most powerful men jump into the boat of 
salvation, seize the oars in their strong grasp 
and begin the battle against the raging waves. 
Ten times they are driven back, ten times 
they dash onward again, now thrown upon the 
foaming mountains, now plunged down again 
into the boiling abysses, straining every nerve, 
stretching every muscle, till at length, after a 
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night's all but saperhuman toil, they reach the 

spot where the wreck lies. They find a man 

hanging in the riggings. " Drop yourself! *' 

they cry ; and the next moment he is lying in 

their arms. What an astounding work on 

iheir part! What a simple act on the part 

of the man ! Only one slight movement of 

his fingers — only the slackening of his grasp 

— and he is saved ! 

Such is the act of believing. The soul lets 
her own miserable props go, and drops into a 
loving Saviour's arms. A risen Christ, bear- 
ing the wounds of the cross in his body, 
stretches out his pierced and bloody hands, 
and cries, '^ Come unto me, thou lost one, and 
I will give thee rest ! " A voice whispers into 
the soul, '^ Let loose what thou hast, and take 
hold of Him ! " This word obeyed, salvation 
has begun. 

It is a true beginning. It begins in the 
very root of man's being, in his Mart, in his 
soul. It manifests itself to his consciousness in 
the form of a conviction which establishes itself 
in his soul without any compulsion whatever. 



ways hitherto have been ways of pei 
leading away from God, leading onw 
death. He is conyinced that he ought i 
hung on the accursed tree and died in i 
He is conyinced that henceforth he sh 
die but live, because Jesus died for hii 
this conviction he sees himself rescues 
the wrath to come; he sees all his sins pa 
by a merciful and just God ; he sees the 
that separated him firom God filled u; 
the righteousness of Christ, and tume 
an open way into heaven. He is coo 
that God truly and cordially loves hii 
has reconciled him with Himself to be b 
and his Father. The fear which h 
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IS the 80ul is saved througli faith. It is 
mected from sin. It hates sin as much as 

hitherto loved sin. It turns away from 
til fear, because now it directs all its appe- 
nd aspirations to Christ. It loves Christ, 
gs for Him. It desires always to be with 
i. It would wish to be taken up from 
3rld now and to be where Christ is. A 
rinciple has entered the soul — a heaven- 
(pirit, a divine life, which cannot breathe 
a the atmosphere of God. It is the 

love" which, as the rising sun opens 
%j with gold and purple, pours down 
as of heavenly joy on the dawn of salva- 

k when the first impressions of the wonder- 
lange have somewhat subsided, and the 
er looks round him, he finds that he is 
et in heaven, but on earth, in midst of 
3sert ; that, saved as he is, he continues 
surrounded by innumerable dangers, for 
of which he is in constant need of the 
ir. Nay, he finds that a most important 
f his existence is still unsaved and wait- 
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ing for its redemption. This part, wluch is 
not yet saved, is his hodp. His sonl is made 
free from sin, but his body is not. It continues 
a vile body.* It continues a mortal body. It 
continues a body of sin and death.t Its deeds 
are bad. j: Its members harbour unclean pas- 
8ions.§ In its flesh dwelleth no good thing.|| 
Its senses are, as it were, so many open gates, 
through which the outer world with all its 
lusts and vanities freely enters. 

With this sinful body the soul is closely 
connected. It does not merely wear this body 
as a man wears a cloak, which he may put off 
whenever he pleases ; which only hangs loosely 
about him, and stands in no organic connection 
with his essence. The soul is, through God's 
creative power, so closely and intimately united 
with this body, that it forms one organic 
and living part of it. It cannot think one 
thought, nor speak one word, nor perform one 
action, without it. As the soul pervades the 
body, through all its nerves and fibres, even 

♦ Phil. iii. 21. f Rom. vi. 6 ; vii. 24. t Rom. Tiii. 13. 
§ Col. iii. 5. II Bom. vii. 18. 
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into its remotest parts and innermost recesses, 
80 the influences and impressions of the body 
permeate the soul all through its being. So, 
owing to this close union with the sinful body, 
the soul, so long as it dwells in it, is compelled 
permanently to continue in the immediate 
vicinity of sin, and in contact with a world 
that lies in the evil one. Through this body 
the soul constantly receives evil suggestions, 
carnal thoughts, false, perverse, and unclean 
impressions. Nor is it possible to foreknow 
the course which this body may take in its 
whimsical affections. Now, it is like an im- 
controllable ship seized upon by a sudden gust 
of wind, ready to fly adrift upon the impetuous 
waves in any direction. Now, it is like a 
heavily-loaded cart on a sandy road, scarcely 
moveable, dragging back the horse and making 
the driver almost despair. The soul is engaged 
in hallowed devotion — and on a sudden some 
wicked thought may flash through the praying 
mind. The soul desires to listen to the Word 
of God ; but soon it ceases to hear anything, 
for the body falls asleep. The soul desires to 
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meditate upon the inyisible things; but, owing 
to some impression or other upon the senses, 
the thoughts rove away upon the cares and 
concerns of the day. The soul delights in 
meekness, in humility, in tolerance and peace; 
but on a sudden, at an unwatched moment, 
some provoking emergency stirs the blood 
into a ferment, something in the tempera- 
ment makes the blood boil, and before yon 
are aware of it, your mind is filled with anger, 
your mouth utters improper language, and 
you allow yourself to perform deeds which 
afterwards make you sink down in shame and 
remorse. Such are the moral sufferings which 
this body of sin inflicts upon the soul. And 
in addition to them come the countless afflic- 
tions that arise from indispositions, diseases, 
and pains, which remind us of the fact that 
the body of sin is also a body of death. 

Now, it is quite true that a saved soul has 
wherewith to console itself in the midst of all 
these temptations, struggles, and sufferings. 
We have an High Priest who is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities. In every battle 
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experience the faithM assistance of a divine 

iforter, who supports our courage and 

hes us the holy warfare of God. After 

y defeat, we find an Advocate with the 

ler, who is plenteous in forgiveness. In 

y ajBiiction we know where to find the 

friend who wipes away the tears from our 

. His faithful and unchangeable mercies 

erve life and happiness to our soul, even 

didst of the most distressing tribulations. 

— ^and this should not be overlooked — 

only a relative happiness, a happiness by 

npation, and in hope. All the consolations of 

Lst for his people rest upon the promise 

their tribulations shall not be for ever; 

their " affliction is but for a moment ; " 

to them there shall one day be " no more 

neither death, neither sorrow, neither 

." This promise is absolutely essential to 

consolations of Christ. This prospect is 

lutely necessary to the present happiness 

Fod's redeemed children. Take away that 

pect, and all Christ's imspeakable gifts 

or souls come to nought. We read thaA 

1^ 
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Paul and Silas could sing praises unto Ood at 
the dead of night, though they were thrown 
into the inner prison, their backs aching from 
the stripes they had received, and their feet 
fast in the stocks. We can understand 
their happiness, because we know that they 
were assured that shortly they would ex- 
change that dismal condition for everlasting 
glory. But, suppose a heavenly messenger 
had made his appearance to tell them that 
they were never to get out of the prison, but 
were to remain in that same condition to 
all eternity, what would have become of all 
their happiness and peace and joy? Surely 
their hymns would have been stopped at once, 
never to be sung again. Christ, with all his 
love, and atoning grace, and sanctifying power, 
would have been of no use to them. " If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ," the Apostle 
says, " we are of all men most miserable." 

Indeed, it is only through the certainty of 
our future salvation that our present salvation 
can have any meaning to us. We are saved, 
because it is a fact that we ahall be saved. 
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Qsiderable and essential part of our exist- 
is still "subject to vanity, and to the 
age of corruption/'* Our sayed soul, 
mclosed in this vile body, deeply partici- 
in the feelings of " the whole creation 
1 groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
now ; yearning to be delivered from the 
ige of corruption." f We look eagerly 
ird to that glorious period when "the 
of God shall be manifested." And when 
that period be, when the wonderful event 
take place which is described as "the 
Qption of our body ? "J 
e Redemption : not the annihilation, 
an philosophy may describe man's futurity 
state of incorporality ; heathenish igno- 
I may tell us that after death we shall con- 
as bodiless spirits, as "manes" or ghosts, 
tianity, taught by the Spirit of God, 
•s such doctrines. It is true, that all we 
ee with our eyes, after the departure of a 
3 soul, is the destruction of his body, a de- 

* Rom. Tiii. 20, 21. f Rom. yiii. 22. 

X Rom. viii. 23. 



i8o A RISEN SAVIOUR. 

composition of it into atoms. It seems quite 
tibsurd to suppose that, after such a process of 
pulverization, another body should rise out of 
the dust of this destroyed one. But faith does 
not base its expectations upon that which is 
seen with the eyes, but upon the Word of the 
invisible God, who, as He " framed the wofMs 
by His word, and made things which are seen 
not of things which do appear,"* is also 
mighty to call forth our bodies from their dust, 
and to restore a glorious building out of the 
ashes of the destroyed one. It is fruitless 
labour to reason with naturalists and material- 
ists as to how such a restitution may be effected. 
We may point to analogous transformations in 
the present creation, such as the wonderAil 
change of the chrysalis into the butterfly, or 
the development of the grain of wheat into 
the blade that springs up from it. But even 
these natural types of our future resurrection 
are mysteries, which we see but do not unde^ 
stand. How, then, should we be able to explain 
the n^ysteiy of the transmutation of our natural 
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bodies into spiritual bodies? A cbild, if it 
happens to look into the laboratory of a great 
chemist, will scarcely believe its own eyes 
when it witnesses the marvellous transforma- 
tions which human science there calls forth. 
But what else is the greatest chemist but a 
child when he looks into the great laboratory 
of creation in which He labours, who " by his 
working is able even to subdue all things to 
himself?'* 

The resurrection of the body seems such an 
impossibility to man, who only relies upon the 
testimony of his senses, that it is no wonder 
that mankind, after it had withdrawn from the 
teaching of God, unanimously rejected the 
idea of it as being utterly absurd. Even to 
the friends of God in the Old Testament, 
the resurrection only appeared like a distant 
object, dimly seen through the shadows of the 
night. That God was mighty to save and to 
cleanse the soul, to blot out sin and to renew 
the spirit, was joyfully believed ; but that He 
also would restore the body after death was, it 
is true, not disbelieved, though neithfit ^e& \t» 
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enthusiastically proclaimed. The idea seemed 
too chimerical to be realised. 

But we have seen the first bom of the dead, 
and He has cleared away all the mists that 
dimmed the vision of them of old time. 
" Jesus," the Gospel proclaims, " hath abolished 
death, and hath brought life and mcorrupti- 
hilityto light.* The eternal life of the soul; 
the everlasting incorruptibility of the body. 
The question whether it is possible that a body 
sown in corruption, in dishonour, and in weak- 
ness may rise again in incorruption, in glory, in 
power, is no longer problematic. The resur- 
rection of such a body is a fact. We have 
seen it with our eyes ! We have handled it ! 
*' Remember," the Apostle enjoins his disciples, 
" remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of 
David, was raised from the dead, according to 

my gospel !"t 

Nor did Jesus rise merely for his own soul's 
sake, but for ours. His resurrection guarantees 

♦ 2 Tim. i. 10. ^oi immortality ^ as the authorised ver- 
sion has it, incorrectly. Aphtharsia, not Athanaaia, 
f 2 Tim. u. 8. 
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fche resurrection of all who fall, asleep in Him, 
as well as the wonderful change from corrupti- 
bility into incorruption, of those believers who 
will be alive at His second coming.* Without 
His resurrection ours would be impossible, just 
as the stream is impossible without the spring 
from which it flows, or as the tree with its 
branches and fruits is impossible without the 
root from which it springs. As everything in 
God's creation obeys the divine law of develop- 
ment, so does our resurrection. As through 
the law of development the whole fallen human 
race received its body from one head, Adam ; 
80 will the saved human race receive their 
bodies from another head, Jesus, the second 
Adam. And as, owing to that natural process 
of development, we now are bearing the image 
of the earthly Adam, so also through a similar 
process we shall bear the image of the hea- 
venly, t When Jesus appears, we shall be like 
Him t just as we are now like Adam, who begat 
children in his own likeness, after his image.§ 

♦ 1 Cor. XT. 61. t 1 Cor. xv. 49. t 1 Jo^^^ i"- 2. 

§ Gen. V. 3. 
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This is a wonderful revelation of God. It 
shows that everywhere and at all times He is 
himself; a lover of His own eternal laws, which 
He never forsakes, whether labouring in the 
spiritual or in the natural creation. On the 
great day of the resurrection our spirits will 
not be clothed upon by some heterogeneous 
covering, brought from afar and thrown upon 
us in the manner of a cloak. Such a represen- 
tation of the resurrection is as much at variance 
with nature as it is with Scripture. God never 
acts in such an abrupt and arbitrary manner. 
He " giveth to every seed his body," * and to 
every body its seed, from which it springs up 
according to the rules of its nature. That 
seed, it may chance of wheat or of some other 
grain, contains the living germ from which 
the new body is to issue forth. When sown 
into the earth, part of that seed decays, but the 
living germ remains and shoots up in due time 
in a visible bodily form. Thus, through faith 
in the risen Saviour, our present bodies have 
received their living germ from Him. Through 

* 1 Cot. x7. SS. 
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Hia iiiGamation He partook of our earthy^ 
mortal body; through regeneration^ Le, through 
faith in Him, we have become partakers of 
the nature of His resurrection body, that, as in 
our body He died, so in His body we should 
live. This " great mystery " was revealed to us 
^hen the Apostle wrote to the believing church : 
" We are members of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones." * No wonder then that, our 
bodies being pregnant with this heavenly germ, 
we shall rise from our graves in His likeness, 
as His images, t It will then be shown that 
regeneration through faith in Jesus is some- 
thing more than a mere change of a man's 
ideas, opinions, and desires ; something more 
indeed than a mere purification of his moral 
principles, or a rectification of his religious 
sentiments, such as might have been brought 
about by any inspired teacher. It will be 
shown that regeneration is the impregna- 
tion of man with a new nature, not only 
spiritual but also bodily ; that, from the seed 
of Christ, which is His word,+ a new creature 

* Eph. V. 30. t 1 Cor. xv. 49. J 1 Peter i. 23. 
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has sprung up in the believer, a new wan* 
who one day will manifest himself in a tangible 
human form as a child of God, which both as 
to body and spirit is bom of God, through 
Him in whom dwelleth all the fulness of tlie 
Godhead bodily. t "God hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope," says the Apostle, 
" by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from tlie 
dead.J Jesus not ovlj gives the resurrection; 
He is the resurrection. 

This is our salvation. They that are in Christ 
shall live though they were dead. We learn 
from Scripture that there are two resurrections, 
the one of life, the other of damnation.§ It 
seems that man 7nust rise again some day. 
Whether he be in Christ, or without Christ, a 
resurrection of his body is inevitable. Repro- 
duction of the body seems to be a law laid 
down in human nature, just as it is a law in 
the nature of the tree to reproduce its foliage 
after the death-sleep of winter. It is Christ who 
shall call up the whole human race. All that 

♦ 2 Cor. V. 17 ; Col. iii. 10. f Col. ii. 9. 

X 1 Peter i* 3. ^ Jq\mi ^. ^9, 
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are in their graves shall hear His voice, and shall 
come forth.* But those in whom, through 
unbelief, the seed of Christ never germinated, 
shall rise in their own unclean nature to be 
given up to the judgment of Him who is able 
to destroy both soul and body.f It is from 
that fearful fate that we are saved who " have 
life in us, because we have eaten His flesh, 
and drunk His blood." For His flesh is meat 
indeed, and His blood is drink indeed, and the 
man that eateth Him shall live by Him.j: 
Thus the thief, who hung by His side, was saved, 
when turning towards Christ he nourished 
himself through faith with that life-giving 
bread. Only a " Lord, remember me ! " had 
to be sent up to the Prince of Life who was 
hanging by his side, and the new creature was 
bom in him, which one day will rise from the 
grave, changed into the image of Him from 
whom it sprang, in glory incorruptible. 

Let us give praise unto Him who so im- 
speakably loved us as to secure such a prospect 
for us even at the cost of His blood. We know 

* John Y. 28. t Malt. x. 28. i^ JqIixsl yi, 63—57. 
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from experience tbe miseries that arise from a 
sinful, vile, and defective body. Who shall 
describe to us the beatitudes which will thrill 
through our spirits, when we shall walk before 
the face of God in such a pure, and pefrfect, and 
glorious body as Jesus is living in now ! It 
will be a spiritual body.* Infidels laugh ait) 
this expression. They call it a contradiction 
in terms, because they believe that the spiritual 
excludes the corporeaL But Scripture teaches 
the contrary. It is true, it tells us that 
there are spirits who seem to have no bodies, 
but it represents them as " unclean spirits." t 
The clean, happy spirits are everywhere re- 
presented as "not naked, but clothed upon *' 
with bodies. The angels are "ministering 
spirits," but they have bodies. Our Lord 
is called " the quickening Spirit," but 
He has a body. That body, it is true, is 
possessed of capacities which our natural 
bodies have not ; but it is a real body,, so 
much so that it is capable of presenting itseU 
to the touch of our natural bodies in a substan- 

* 1 Cox. XV. 44. t Mark v. 3. 
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tial fcnJa. The Lord said after His resurrection 
to His disciples, '' Handle me, and see ; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have/'* By saying so. He did not deny that 
He was a spirit, but He denied that He was a 
ghost, a phantom, which His troubled disci- 
ples took Him for. They supposed " that they 
had seen a spirit '^ in the sense of an unclean, 
incorporeal demon.t To cure them of that 
superstitious error, the Lord allowed them to 
handle Him, that they might see that He was 
a good spirit clothed upon with a human body. 
Such, it appears, is the wonderful nature of the 
spiritual body. It can render itself visible or 
invisible to the natural eye, tangible or in- 
tangible to the natural touch, just as the in- 
dwelling spirit wills. It can eat and drink, 
as natural bodies do, and it can also live with- 
out eating dr drinking. It is the realisation 
of the highest idea of corporaliiy. It is a per- 
fe^it dwelling and vehicle for a perfect spirit. 
It puts no obstacles in the way of the spirit 
who inhabits it. It is perfectly in unity with 

* Luke xxiv. 39. t Luke zxiv. 37. 
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that spirit, harmoniously co-operating with it 
in all its movements and actions. It knows of 
no impediments or restraints. It is not com- 
pelled to be invisible. It is not compelled to 
abstain from food. It is fit for moving in all 
the spheres of the universe, in the lowest as 
well as in the highest. It can sit down with 
men on ea'rth at their meals,* and it can sit 
on the throne of glory in the highest heaven. 
Its moving power is quick as the light. Even 
the bodies of angels manifest such an astound- 
ing velocity. This was one day witnessed by 
Daniel the prophet. He knelt down to pray, ' 
and before he had finished his prayer, the 
angel Gabriel, " being caused to fly swiftly," 
was standing by his side to bring him God's 
answer, t In a few minutes that spirit had 
traversed all the distance between the heaven 
of heavens and the earth ! If an angel, who 
is only a ministering spirit, is able thus to 
reduce distance almost to nought, what will 
they be able to do "for whom they minister !" 
Human science points to its hissing, rattling 

* Gen. xviii. 8. t Dan. ix. 21. 
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steam-engine, by which it enables a man to 
travel sixty miles an hour. One day it will be 
seen that the simple faith in Jesus goes far 
beyond all science, even in that of mechanism 
and locomotion. " All things are yours," the 
Spirit saith, " for ye are Christ's, and Christ 
is God's." 

Indeed, this is salvation ! By the light 
of such a redemption of your body, you 
see yourself as a person saved out of every 
danger that threatened it with destruction ; 
you see yourself projected into eternity, to 
realise the Tiighest beatitude a perfect and 
loving spirit is capable of enjoying. You 
will perhaps bear another name than you 
have now; your circumstances, your enjoy- 
ments, your labours, will be different from the 
present, but you will be the same person, the 
same individual which vou are now. You will 
be recognisable from the features of your face, 
from the sound of your voice,* from the whole 
character of your personality, which used to 
single you out as an individual from other 

* John XX. 16. 
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indiTiduals. You will be recognised by those 
who knew and loved you in Jesus bere upon 
earth, and you too will recognise tbem. They 
will be just the same to you as they always 
were, and yet, how wonderfully, how gloriously 
changed ! You will say, "When on earth there 
were so many whom I dearly loved;" but 
you will not have to ask in a sad tone, " Where 
are they now ? " There they are, all d 
them, each his own self again, but bearing 
in special forms, peculiar to each, the common 
image of Him from whom all have received 
their new life and nature. Oh, what a society ! 
How will they all, upon finding each other 
again, burst out into one shout, " Saved ! Saved 
for ever ! Glory be to God and the Lamb ! " 
And no more sin — ^no more death — no more any 
such things as sorrow and grief, and pains and 
tears ! All these will be left behind for ever ! 
And in the midst of that company who have 
all knelt down in adoration and rapture He 
will stand, whose name is — Jesus — Saviour ! 
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Arise, my soul ! awake from sleep, 

Behold thy Saviour's grave ; 
His loved ones mourning laid Him deep 

In Death's devouring cave : 
But horn the tomb He valiant came, 
And ever blessed be His name. 

A cheering sound, an angel's voice 

Proclaimeth from on high, — 
Our brother, Jesus — O rejoice ! — 

Could not Death's captive lie : 
But from the tomb He valiant came, 
And ever blessed be His name. 

O sacred day, sublimest day ! 

O mystery unheard ! 
Death's hosts that claimed Him as their prey 

He scattered with a word : 
And from the tomb He valiant came, 
And ever blessed be His name. 

O holy, holy Paschal morn ! 

We triumphed have through thee : 
Thou sweetenest Christ's tortures borne 

Upon the fatal tree : 

o 
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For from the tomb He valiant cami 
And ever blessed be His name. 

I boldly now defy thee, Death ! 

For thou hast lost thy sting ; 
Defy, Hell ! thy blasting breath 

All terrors thou canst bring : 
For from the tomb He valiant cam 
And ever blessed be His name. 



The grave is dark, the grave is col 
And I must slumber there : 

But, risen, I shall Christ behold, 
Christ's glories I shall share : 

For from the tomb He valiant cam 

And ever blessed be His name. 

That I a welcome warm may win 
From Jesus in the skies, 

From the foul sepulchre of sin 
May I as valiant rise. 

As from the tomb the Saviour can 

Christ ! ever blessed be Thy name 



IX. 
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Pbaisv be to Grod on high ! 

The triumph hour is near ; 
The Lord hath won the victory,. 

The foe is vanquished here. 

Dark grave, yield up the dead, 
Give up tiiy prey, thou Earth ; 

In death He bowed His sacred head,- 
He springps anew to birth ! 

Sharp was the wreath of thorns 
Around His suffering brow ; 

But glory rich His head adorns, 
And Angels crown Him now. 

Hail, hail, all hail ! 

The Lord is risen indeed ! 
The curse is made of none avail, 

The sons of men are freed ! 



Col. iii. 4. 
" Christ, who is our life." 

T^HOUGH in one sense Adam was " the 

figure" of Christ,* yet, in another he 

was His reverse. After having ruined us 

through his disobedience he died, never to be 

heard of any more. Of him, as of all other 

heads of generations and families, it may be 

said what the prophet said of the fathers of 

his people : '^ Abraham is ignorant of us, and 

Israel acknowledges us not."t It is true, 

though they are dead, yet they live, but they 

only live " unto God," not imto us.+ To us they 

are for the present dead. But with reference 

to Christ the prophet uses a difierent language. 

" Doubtless," he says, " Thou art our Father ; 

Thou, Lord, art our Father, our Eedeemer. 

Thy name is from everlasting ! " He pro- 

• Rom. V. 14. t Isa. Ixiii. \6. X^^^'^^^-'^'^* 



died ; but, unlike them, He returned 
agaiu, to pursue the great work of oui 
tion. He is not ignorant of as. He 8 
ledges us even now. " I am with you 
He said, " even unto the end of the wc 
A precious treasure of consolation 
couragement is contained in the tru 
Jesus continues in direct and immedia 
nection with each one of us, as " a fri( 
loveth at all times, and as a brother I 
adversity." Though separated from 
servation of our senses, yet He is nc 
rated from our heart and life. He is n< 
only absent for a time. But in His 
He is vet "nreaent in virtue of that "n( 
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^^ should be sure to perish were He pre- 
sented from being continually with us. All 
He had done on earth for our salvation would 
iave been done in vain, if He could not 
continue the work of saving us in heaven. 
But, glory be to God, we are assured of the 
contrary. "If, when we were enemies,'' the 
Apostle says, "we were reconciled to God by 
the death of His Son, much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by His lifer* 

By His life. Not merely by His doctrine. 
Not merely by the pattern of perfect morality 
which He set before us when on earth. Not 
even by that religious institution called " the 
Church," of which He is the founder. Our 
Saviour is not a thing, but a person ; not an 
inanimate system of truths and precepts, of 
forms and rites, but a living Being who heareth 
prayer and doeth wonders. All other founders 
and teachers of religious systems could do no- 
thing more than proclaim a doctrine and 
organize a society based upon that doctrine. 
But this is exactly the reason why they all of 

♦ Rom. V. 10. 
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them are unable to save. There are a good 
many truths in the doctrine of Mohammed, 
nor is everything wrong that is found in the 
reKgion of Zoroaster, of Confucius, and others. 
But Mohammed, Zoroaster, and Confucius are 
dead, and we do not know what has become of 
them. And whether they know what has 
become of their doctrine, and of those who 
had accepted it, is very doubtful. There 
is no other connection between them and 
their friends than that of reverential and 
grateful memory on the part of the latter. 
They imparted their opinions, ideas, supposi- 
tions, and expectations, to their friends, but 
they could not impart life to them. They 
could provide their friends with a religious 
system, but they could not cause that system 
to strike root in the hearts of men, nor could 
they protect that system against the destructive 
influences of subsequent times. They could 
leave behind an honourable or sacred remem- 
brance of their name, words, and deeds, but 
they could not present themselves to their 
friends as the permanent objects of their love, 
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^ the ground of their hopes^ as their constant 

goides and protestors through all ages and in 

^ trials. They could^ through their teaching, 

^ a certain measure enlighten the religious 

Understanding, or refine the religious sense of 

tiieir followers ; but they could not make them 

Hew men, with whom they could promise to 

continue in the most intimate fellowship be- 

l^ond death and the grave. Being unable to 

lome back from the grave, they could not give 

their Mends any certainty of their help 

fter their death. And, having themselves 

een xmable to walk farther than the gulf of 

orruption, they had it not in their power to 

scure to others a place on its opposite shore. 

Nor can we derive any greater profit from 
Ihrist, if Christianity is to us nothing more 
Imii a system of doctrines, precepts, and rites, 
roceeding from a teacher who left this earth 
jme eighteen centuries ago. Pure, highly 
loral and sublime, as that system may be, it 
^ill leave us dead and imsaved if we disconnect 
i from the living person of Jesus himself. 
L man may easily acquire a knowledge of 
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Christian doctrine, and adapt his mann 
living to the rules prescribed by a Chri 
chnrch, and he may deem himself to be a i 
Christian on account of these things. B 
there is no connection of love and gral 
between his soul and the now living pers 
Jesus, he is in truth as little a saved Christ: 
is a Mohammedan or a Jew. He may, wii 
ference to the present life, be a more mo 
better enlightened, or a more civilised 
but as far as his salvation is concerned, 
as dead to it as if he were a disciple c 
Koran or of the Talmud. Where the ] 
unto salvation is sought in a doctrine and : 
a person, it matters little whether that do< 
be called Gospel, or Koran, or Talmud, b( 
they are all of them equally powerless, 
in that case, tries to establish hims( 
his own Saviour by means of that doctrin 
more hopeless plan cannot be imagined. -A 
might just as well try to set a train in n 
by endeavouring to shift the pistons o 
engine up and down with its little hands, 
doctrine, even tbat of the gospel, work 
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fflere human power, becomes a law, and nothing 
bnt death can result from that experiment, 
ferthe law worketh no salvation, but wrath.* 
For it is not the outward form or appearance 
of the work that can save, but the inward 
principle from which it proceeds. Now, the 
only saving principle is the love of Christ, be- 
cause it involves the nature, the life, the power 
of Christ. All other love is insufficient. But 
the man who tries to save himself by doctrines, 
by precepts, by rites, works from love to self, 
from love to men, from love of honour, in 
short, from any love save from love to Christ. 
He cannot possibly live, but must die. For it 
is impossible that Adam should rise unto life 
again, if only decked with the ornaments of 
Christ's love, and not quickened by the power 
of Christ's Spirit. 

Even the visible creation teaches us that 
there is a power in the inborn instinct of 
nature, which there is not in the effects of in- 
struction. A man may through teaching and 
exercise acquire remarkable ability in the art 

* Kom. iv. 15. 



204 ^ LIVING SAVIOUR. 

of swimming, but Ms skill, though ever so 
amazing, will always be a poor thing if com- 
pared with the movements even of a new-bom 
little fish. Not that instruction and education 
are needless. In the sphere of the [rational 
and spiritual life no innate talent is given to 
man, which is not given with the understanding 
and under the condition that it should be 
developed under the influence of teaching and 
exercise. But where the innate talent is lack- 
ing, art will never be able to make up for 
defect of nature. Its productions may be 
admirable imitations of life, but they will never 
be life itself. They are dead, owing to the fact 
that they are brought about by a dead power 
from mthout and do not grow out of the living 
spirit from within. Thus, a religious life carried 
on apart from a personal connection with a 
living Jesus, may excite admiration by its 
apparently correct conformity with the maxims, 
the precepts, and the institutions of Christ; 
but to the spiritual examiner it will betray a 
lack of that instinctive aversion to sin, and of 
that warm-hearted lo\^ of GoA, the godly, and 
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fte good, which are essential to the salvation 

of loaiiy not merely from some forms or effects 

of evil, but from evil itself. An artificial 

Christianity, because it is art and not life, may 

appear to be dead unto sin, but it can never 

manifest itself as living unto God. 

Now Jesus has saved those who with a living 
faith believe in Him, by causing them to be 
bom again. He has imparted to us His own 
nature which died imto sin and lives unto God. 
The life of that nature presupposes Si% life. 
He liveth in us.* If He were dead, His nature 
in us could not live ; it would die too. Thus 
our Adamic nature must die, because Adam, 
from whom we received it, is dead. But Jesus 
liveth, and so we live in and through Him. 
There is a constant and indissoluble connection 
between Him and the new creature which He 
has called to life in us. He loves us as His 
own — as the head loves the members, as the 
husband loves the wife. He nourisheth and 
cherisheth us out of the frdness of His own life, 
being continuously active to supply us with all 

• Gha. ii. 20. 



us, to dwell in us, teaching and train 
strengthening with tender-hearted cai 
the Christ who is mthin us, that He be ' 
in us,** and grow up "unto a perft 
unto the measure of the stature of the 
of the Christ '* who is without us ; so tha 
great day of the revelation of the chi! 
God, we all come to stand before God. 
perfect, full-grown images of His Son, 
spot and wrinkle, to the joy and glory 
the Father. 

Indeed, we consciously experience th( 
power of these operations of the Spii 
time when we realise to ourselves the c 
intimate connection in which we, as n 
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Wen-bonx kindred of Him who died for sin. 
Korean anything iospireus with a deeper con- 
viction of our holiness than does the celestial de- 
light that thrills through our whole mind, when, 
in the hour of devotional seclusiou, we soar 
np on the wings of prayer, and feel ourselves, 
in our hallowed imagination, placed before Him 
who sitteth on the throne by the right hand 
of God, to whom we may speak as a brother 
speaks to his brother, and as a man to his 
friend, face to face and from the heart to the 
heart. We feel there are streams of love flow- 
ing from Him imto us and from us back unto 
Himi — a union which nothing is mighty to 
break — ^a fellowship from which nothing can 
separate us. We feel that it is a living and 
loving Saviour with whom we are conversing, 
whom we cannot see now, but whom we expect 
to see soon, when the thin veil which is be- 
tween Him and us, but through which we 
almost feel the breath of his lips pass, will be 
wholly removed. It is in that fellowship we 
80 impressively experience that our salvation 
is a reality. Nothing can be more remote 



2o8 A LIVING SAVIOUR. 

from us thaiiy in these moments, is the idea ox 
the possibility of such a thing as our being 
lost. It comes as little into our minds as does 
the idea that Christ might be lost. We are 
His and He is ours. His life is our life. Who 
can destroy it P It passed through death and 
hell, and, lo, it fills the heaven with its glory ! 

Once, when He was on earth, that diyine 
life of His was hid within the veil of the vile 
body which He had adopted for our sakes. It 
seemed weak. It seemed to break down and 
to die. But on the morning of the resurrection 
it manifested itself in all the fulness of its 
power and glory, breaking up the pavement of 
death, and making all principalities and powers 
stand in awe of the splendour of its majesty. 
And again is His life concealed from the in- 
spection of man, being screened beyond the 
veil of the clouds, where it will continue hid 
in God, till it will manifest itself in* all the 
beauty of its holiness and the brightness of its 
glory on the great day of His appearance. 

Thus too His life is hid in us and our life is 
bid with Him in God. We cannot show it 
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except to those who have eyes to see it ; who 
can discern the beauties of the spirit refulgent 
ftroagh the veil of the flesh. We can show 
iio other form than that of a worm creeping in 
the dust; we are like the grass that withereth, 
and like flowers that are cut off. Soon we 
shall bow our heads under the iron hand of 
death. We shall seem to break down in weak- 
ness, in dishonour, in corruption. But behind 
hese forms of weakness and death there lives 
rithin us a life which cannot die, a creature 
fhich cannot perish, because it is "planted 
ogether " with Him who wa% dead but liveth 
nd dieth no more, as death hath no more 
lominion over Him. So to us also there shall 
le a resurrection morning, and the life of 
Hhrist, which is hid in us now, shall rise up in 
he brightness of His glory, because it issued 
Drth from Him. It is by His Spirit that 
'welleth in us that our mortal bodies shall be 
uickened.* As little as it was possible that 
le should be holden of death, so little will it 
e possible that death should hold us. We 

* Bom. "viii. 11. 



210 



A LIVING SAVIOUR. 



may be sunk down " into the lowest 
the earth; " but come up again we 
power and glory, because our life is tl 
Him that sitteth on the highest throi 
universe. But it must all wait till t 
day when all things shall be made ne^ 
when Christ, who is our- life, shall a 
shall also appear with him in glory.* 
And He who liveth in us, also li 
us. To be a perfect Saviour to us, He 
accompanies us through all the stru^ 
vicissitudes to which our life here 
subject. We should through faith re 
great truth to ourselves at every mom( 
life. We, alas, often live without J 
He never liveth without us. He ne 
looks the fact which we so often 
that till the last moment of our ea 
we are surrounded by dangers and tl 
by enemies. And, for most part, w 
know those dangers and enemies 
because we are often misled by tt 
fulness of our own hearts, and pj 

* Col. iii. 4. 
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cause our power of vision is confined within 
fte limits of our senses. No day passes by 
on which temptation does not present sin to 
^ in the form of profit or pleasure. Jesus 
inows how prone we are to allow ourselves to 
be caught in that snare. It is He who at such 
ffloments rouses our conscience through His 
Spirit. It is He who causes a friend to step in, 
or a sermon to be heard, or a tract to be put 
into our hands, very often just at the moment 
when we are about to yield to the weakness of 
he flesh. His protection is invisible, scarcely 
liscernible, yet powerful, wise, seasonable, 
aithf ul. When He saves us from an imminent 
tanger, that salvation seems to be merely 
<5cidental; but on subsequent and mature 
eflection we gratefully discover His invisible 
land in the circumstances which have pre- 
sented our fall. Such a discovery should 
mpel us to commit our daily life all the more 
irgently to His protecting care. We should 
.ccustom ourselves constantly to feel ourselves 
n His company ; as that good old woman did, 
vho had got into the habit of walking always 
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on one side of the road "because," she said, 
" she always thought she ought to leave room 
for the Lord who was walking by her side/* 

Such a " living with Jesus " is indispensable 
for our salvation. We are taught that he 
who is bom of God can never be lost; but 
this doctrine can only be true in connection 
with another doctrine — that he who has re- 
ceived the life/rom Christ, cannot cease to live 
with Christ. A man's living with Jesus is the 
only genuine evidence of his life from Jesus ; 
just as a man's living with sin is the only 
justifiable ground for doubting as to whether 
he ever received any life from Christ at 
all. Many a one may be found who seems 
to suppose that the life which he believes 
to have received through regeneration can 
live by virtue of its own vitality, although 
separated from the person of Jesus. Such a 
supposition is as absurd as it would be to sup- 
pose that a river can continue to flow if it be 
cut off from its source. A religious form of 
living maintained on that supposition is " dead 
orthodoxy, dead formalism," which is worse 
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than profligacy, because it is hypocrisy ; it is 
Jiving in sin under the name of being alive ir 
Christ. For if a man does not live with Christ, 
he must live with sin, since there is no third 
thing given to live with. It is true, the sins 
in which persons of that character live, are, as 
a rule, not of the grossest kind. They are 
more " filthiness of the spirit," than " filthi- 
ness of the flesh." They are secret sins, in- 
door sins; they are what might be called 
"respectable sins," such as love of money, 
pride of life, ambition, &c. They are sins of 
omission rather than of commission, such as 
lovelessness, unkindness, lukewarmness, and 
indiflerence. But the more refined these sins 
are, the more dangerous they will prove, be- 
cause of their illusory character. There is 
edways danger in sin, no matter whether it 
tempts an infidel or a regenerated man. It is 
to be doubted whether a man, who thinks that 
there is for him no danger in sin, because he 
Is regenerated, has experienced anything of 
regeneration at all. It is exactly because he 
can see nothing but death and destruction in 
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sin, that the truly regenerated child of God 
clings all the closer to Jesus. Only thert^ by 
the side of that Saviour, is there truth in the 
saying, that sin can do him no harm, because 
it is only there that it cannot reach him. B 
is also true that, though being caught in the 
snares of sin, he yet will not perish. But this 
is only true with the understanding that he 
will be extricated again out of these snares by 
Jesus. In ourselves, we have nothing that 
can save us. All our salvation is in Christ. 

This adage is contradicted by those who hold 
that man has enough in his own conscience to 
keep himself on the right way. This would be 
true, if conscience were incapable of erring. 
But conscience itself is in need of an unchange- 
able standard to direct it. A good compass is 
an invaluable object to a sailor; but what if 
the compass gets out of order ? Happy man, 
if he can see the Polar Star which never moves 
from its place, whatever may happen with the 
compass ! Such a star is Jesus in the firma- 
ment of the spiritual life. A conscience which 
points to Him is svxie io \i^ in ^ood order. 
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Conscience may be misled, but He cannot be 
deceived. In every case we should test the 
injunctions of our conscience by what we know 
of the nature and character of Christ. Con- 
science may, for instance, tell us that persecu- 
tion is a duty ; but if we go to Jesus and ask 
Him about the matter, He will tell us that He 
often was persecuted, but never did persecute 
himself. Conscience may assure us that such 
and such practices are lawful, that such and such 
amusements are harmless ; but if we ask Jesus 
whether He could indulge in those practices 
or enjoy those amusements, the answer will 
often be the contrary. To live conscientiously 
may be to live altogether wrongly; for it is 
possible conscientiously to walk in a way of 
destruction. The only security of being guarded 
against error and to obtain salvation, is to live 
conscientiously with Jesus. 

"We have no conception of the magnitude of 
the mercy which is contained in the fact that 
Jesus liveth with us, and, as a faithful shep- 
herd, never moves from our side. We, in our 
short-sightedness, often think that there is no 
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danger ; but if we only for one moment saw 
what He sees, our hearts would fail us for fear. 
We do not know who they are who constantly 
encompass us about like wasps, ready to kill us 
with their venomous stings. The world which 
we see is already by itself dangerous enough 
for us, yet it is only a little speck of dust 
swimming in the midst of other worlds which 
surround it, peopled with " principalities, 
powers, rulers of the darkness, and spiritual 
wickednesses in high places,*'* each of which 
is stronger than all of us taken together. 
Some effects of their operations were seen ia 
the unspeakable and horrible miseries of those 
unhappy individuals out of whom Jesus, when 
on earth, " cast devils and unclean spirits." It 
is owing to Him who came to destroy the work 
of the devil that, since His appearance amongst 
us, such manifestations of the power of dark- 
ness have become by far less numerous. Since 
He founded His church on earth, we may be- 
lieve that countless hosts of good angels have 
been stationed in our vicinity, all sent forth to 

♦ Epk. \i. 12. 
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^Ulster for them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion. It is Jesus who sendeth them, who, as 
their sovereign captain, appoints to each his 
place, and constantly keeps them on the watch 
^d in arms, to ward off the legions that 
threaten to destroy us, or the tempter whose 
cimning devices would be too much for us. 
If He did not thus as a living Saviour accompany 
U8 on our journey through life, most assuredly 
this earth of ours would be a dwelling-place of 
devils, and our bodies temples of unclean spirits. 
Of all this we now observe scarcely anything, 
because we only see that which is before our 
eyes. But one day, when we, too, shall have 
organs to see the world of the spirits, we shall 
know what it is from which Jesus has saved us ; 
and we shall be able to realise the meaning of 
that saying of Scripture, " The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly."* 

And as He liveth with us, so He also liveth 
for us, that He should save us to the uttermost, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for 
us.t W'e learn from Scripture that man is 

• Rom. xvi. 20. f Heb. vii. 25. 
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not permitted to approach God except through 
a mediator. Thus Israel had no access to the 
thrice holy Jehovah except through the media- 
tion of the high priest, who with the blood of 
atonement entered the sanctuary, which was 
the dwelling-place of God on earth. But a 
merely human high priest who was himself a 
sinner, and entered the sanctuary not witt 
human blood, but with the blood of an animal, 
could only symbolize the true Mediator between 
God and man. The true dwelling-place of God 
is not on earth within the curtains, but in the 
heaven of heavens, in the light which no man 
can approach unto. The true Mediator is not a 
fallen man, but the God-man, who since He is 
as really God as He is a man, links God and 
man together in indissoluble union. He entered 
that heavenly sanctuary with His own blood, 
and has ever since been constantly before the 
face of God as the Lamb of God, wounded and 
bruised for the sins of men. He bears in His 
body the print of the nails which He received 
when He was sacrificed on earth as a sin- 
offering for us. TTcLMS, \iy ffia -present life in 
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ieaven, He perpetuates the propitiation which 

He made for ns when on earth. Our High 

Priest 18 continuously in the sanctuary per- 

ferming the things pertaining to God to make 

i^nciliation for our sins. And we who are 

on earth are continuously living under the 

atoning influence and power of the blood, 

which having once been shed for our trespasses, 

was carried up to heaven to be constantly 

q)rinlded down upon our souls. 

And we are in need of that permanent pro- 
pitiation; for every day we offend in many 
things. True, as it is, that the life which 
through faith we have received from Christ 
is holy arid divine, yet it is equally true that, 
in spite of it, we suffer many a sad and shame- 
fiil defeat in our struggle against the flesh and 
the world. We should not conceal from our- 
selves the fact that we are responsible for these 
defeats. This was justly perceived by an old 
experienced Christian, when one day a man of 
the Antinomian stamp, whose name was John 
Baker, observed in his presence, "that, since 
through regeneration he had become a new 
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man in Christ, he did not trouble hims 
much about his sins, as these were commiti 
by his old man, who, of course, could not 
anything else but sin," &c. Upon this ' 
old patriarch said, " Well, I know it is sa 
* Put ye ojff the old man and put ye on 
new man.'* But could you tell me i? 
the ye is, who here is addressed?" W] 
thereupon the Antinomian was not qi 
ready with his answer, the old man c 
tinned: "I will tell you. It is John Bal 
And, mind, he will be held responsible 
all the mischief he allows his old man 
commit." 

This is as scriptural as it is sound comi 
sense. Sin is sin, whether committed b 
Christian or by an infidel. The holy 
just God cannot hold him guiltless who t 
passes against His divine commandments, 
least of all such a trespasser as knows his Lo 
will so well. It is true that guilt can be 
moved, but only in the way of atonem 
Nor should we deceive ourselves by suppoi 
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the new life whicli is in us can make 
ement for the sins which we commit 
ugh the power of the old. Sin cannot be 
ed for by any life, nor by any deed, feeling, 
jntiment, however hallowed it may be, but 
y by the blood of Christ. Let us not sup- 
that an improper expression which comes 
our lips will be forgiven on the ground 
we prayed in the Spirit of Christ an hour 
•e. Let us not think that an injustice 
h we do to one man will be winked at by 
Divine Judge because we showed Christian 
3athy to another. The new life which we 
s received through Christ is not given to 
s a license to sin. Though the fruits of 
teousness which we yield through the 
it be ever so many, they will even if taken 
ther be insufficient to save us from the 
h to come, which we have deserved by 
single offence. " My little children," the 
stle says, " these things write I unto you, 
ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 
.dvocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
liteous : And Be is the propitiation for our 
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sins."* "The Apostle does not say, ' 
an advocate in ourselves," but " 
Father." He points away from us 
heaven, where Jesus is sitting with 
of the nails and the wound of the sp( 
body. " JSi?," he says, "is the propi 
our sins." 

There is an unspeakable amount o 
tion and encouragement in this preci 
to those whose sincere and cordial ( 
not to sin. It is they who feel the ut 
lessness of any appeal to the good vi 
have done through Christ to cover 
and shame of their shortcomings, 
that nothing can set them to rest sav 
and faithfulness of that Mediator, ^ 
between them and God ; who, as a M 
came short in anything, and shed Hij 
the good of those who come short in e^ 
To Him we go to speak about every \ 
which we have afresh spoiled the sp( 
ment with which He clothed us, t 
doing so, we know that we do not i 
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Mnaginary being, but a living Saviour, an 
ffigh Priest, who can be touched with the feel- 
uig of our infirmities, as He was in all points 
tempted like as we are ; and who, as a com- 
petent advocate, is fully able to plead our case 
even seventy times seven times a day. And 
when to Him we "confess our sins, we know 
that He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."* 

How should it be possible that we should 
continue to hold fast the salvation which we 
)nce received, if we were not assured that the 
)lood which alone causes the angel of perdition 
o pass by our door is constantly present 
)efore the face of God? What seems to be 
10 endless and hopeless as a Christian's battle 
igainst the flesh, the world, and the devil! 
W^e have to deal with enemies within and 
vithout — enemies which are sure to hold on 
urith unabated obstinacy to the last moment of 
)ur life. We know, alas I from the most bitter 
jxperiences, that it would be absurd to expect 
i day in our life on which we shall not sin. 

♦ 1 John i. 9. 
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How could we under these circumstaiK 
with such a prospect before us, keep 
spirit if we had to believe that, with 1 
defeat that will occur, our salvation wil 
ever gone ? We should sink down in ( 
throw away our arms, and, comfortless, 
ourselves up to our enemy to be for ( 
slaves. To be able to continue combat 
sins day after day and year after year, 
in need of the assurance that we skull pi 
overcome in the end, if only we perse 
not giving up the fight. Tell a sold 
the defeat which he has suffered is irr 
able, that his loss his irreparable, and 
never conquer. Tell him, on the central 
he will be sure to carry away the crowr 
end if only he fights od, renewing the 
after every defeat, rising up from eve: 
giving no quarter to his enemy and no 
himself — and you will see his victories i: 
with his strength. It is that assurance 
gives him strength to fight and to prev 
is the man's full assurance of success of ^ 
if he only faints not, by the way, which 
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lini to eyer-renewed endeavour. He knows he 
a leader, a Captain, who has never failed 
who trusted in Him ; and in the moment 
of direst-seeming failure, he once more girds 
^p his loins, and goes forward, with a song in 
his heart and the words on his lips — " Succour 
and save me, for Thou art my only hope and re- 
ftge, my Lord and my God, — 

Jesus — Saviour ! " 



My Saviour, on Thy word of truth 

In earnest hope I live ; 
I ask for all the precious things 

Thy boundless love can give. 
I look for many a lesser light 

About my path to shine, 
But chiefly long to walk with Thee, 

And only trust in Thine." 

In holy expectation held. 

Thy strength my heart shall stay, 
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For Thy right hand will never let 

My trust be cast away. 
Yea, Thou hast kept me on my feei 

In many a deadly strife, 
By the stronghold of hope in Thee, 

The hope of endless life. 

Thou knowest that I am not blest 

As Thou wouldst have me be, 
Till all the peace and joy of faith 

Possess my soul in Thee ! 
And still I seek 'mid many fears 

With yearnings unexprest, 
The comfort of Thy strengthening 

Thy soothing, settling rest. 



It is not as Thou wilt with me, 
Till, humbled in the dust, 

I know no place in all my heart 
Wherein to put my trust. 

TTntil I find, Lord, in Thee, 
The lowly and the meek 

That fulness which Thy own redeei 

' Go nowhere else to seek. 
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• *^«n, my Saviour, on my soul, 

Cast down, but not dismayed, 
^till be Thy chastening, healing hand 

In tender mercy laid, 
^^d while T wait for all Thy joys, 

My yearning heart to fill, 
l^^ach me to walk and work with Thee 

And at Thy feet sit still. 

A. L. W. 



THE END. 
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Crown 8vo, Ss. 6d. 

Sundays in the Temple. 
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